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PRSFACX

Thls ,oaner was born of the deslre to r.econci le two seom_

1ng17 contradlctory asDects of LAo-tzut s thought: the 'rre1a-

tLv i ty ' r  o f  h is  oh l losophy o f  the  l toopos i tesr ,  and tho  ' rabso-

luteness'r of the nerrptLnessrr or nnothlngn€ssn to whlch he con-

s tan t l -y  re fe rs .  4s  ' r fu l lnessr t  i s  the  t roopos l te r t  o f  ner4o t lnessr ,

we were  fo rced to  d lscuss  l t  too ;  bu t ,  desp l te  the  fac t  tha t
r r fu l lness l r  l -s ,  l . f  any th ing  ls ,  the  rea l  goa l  o f  Lao- tzur  s  ph11-

osoohy, we have devotod l1tt1e soace to i t .  For we have con_

cerned ourselves wlth the dynamlcs of Lao-tzur s thought, the

Dath- to hls goal more than that goal i tself ;  and that path

lea is  th rough I tenot lnessn .

Desrlto ou:: cornorehenslve t l t1o, the reader 1s herewlth

warneC that he wl1l f ind ln these pages no thorough and syste-

natlc Ciscusslon of the terrns for:nd there; that would taj<e us

far  ou ts lde  the  prov ince  o f  a  paper  o f  th ls  s1ze.  What  ne

have tr ied to do, rathen, 1s to dlscover a key wher.ewlth to

unlock theLr secrets, as l t  wera; the r:nd.er.1y1ng ldeas ln ter.ns

of r^rhich they are rnost pro-oer1y to be understood.

Tho approach we have used to d.o thls is ono that night

be cal led rtohi lo loqi co-phl losophlcaln , an altornate oxarnlna_

t lon  o f  v ro rcs  and ideas .  Th ls  eporoach ls  Jus t l f led ,  we fee l ,

on the grounds that Lao-tzu ls no rtphi losophorrr ln the usual

sense o f  tha t  word ;  he  ls  no t  concerned r r l th  abs t rac t  conceDts ,

but rathor wlth what one rnight cal l  poetlc ldeas: lcieas hlghly

chat:ged wlth dynamlc assoclat lons, notions of wtlch the con-

c re te  bas ls  l s  s t l1 l  d lscern lb le  and wh ich  may be  d .escr lbed,
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ofton, by a gesture of the hand or a slnp}e graoh. And our
exanlnation of the language of the book-_always in conJunctlon

wl th  tbe  ideas  bound up  ln  1 t__w111 serv€ ,  l t  l s  hoped,  as  a
par t ia l  an t ldo te  to  the  too_of ten  care less ,  even cava l Ie r ,

aoproach to  Lao- tzu  the  r rn rys t l c l r  and fount  o f  nesoter lc  w is_
don'r that has ner.ked nany of the populer wor:ks on hlm, Lao-
tzur  s  thouqht  1s  o f ten  e lus ive  and paradox lca l ,  bu t  l t  Ls
rare ly  I f  ever .  as  fan tas t lc  and cont rad lc to ry  as  l t  has  sone_

t l rnes  been rnade to  seem.

our aDDroach to Lao_tzut s 1anguage hes b6en Drinari ly

th roueh phonet lcs ,  w i th  Kar lg renrs  recons t ruc t lon  o f  Archa lc

Chlnese ln hls Gralnmata Serlce as our basls; hls r6ssnstr3r-rg_

t lon  is  by  no  means per fec t ,  bu t  i t  l s  the  bes t  we have so

far of the whole lan:uage. We have pald comDaratively l_1tt l-e
a t ten t ion  to  g raph lc  ana lys ls ,  ma in ly  because ln  gh lnese,  as
ln any languago, the sound is prlmary, the scrlpt secondarJ.

In  t i re  case o f  the  l r logor raph lc r !  Ch lnese scr lp t ,  a  g lven  graph

ls alr,rays a comparati . ,rely late lnterpretat lon of the meanlng

of a glven word, i f  frndeed the graph bears any concrote rela_

tlon to the neaning at al l  .  A11 we know of many graoh-o, in

fact, ls the ohonetlc informatlon they convey: graphs ot, a coin_

mon ' rnhonetLcr t  (o r  te t ;anon ic ' r )  a re  a lmost  a lways  c lose ly  re la ted

ln sound.

t {e  have de l lbera te ly  res t r l c ted  ours6 l fes ,  ln  th ls  paper ,

the  tex t  o f  the  Lao- tzu  l t sa l f ,  w l th  scance ly  any  re fe rences

othen texts ccntomporary or rolated fu 1d.ea or language. To

t o

t o
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go ou ts lde  the  Lao- tzu- - to  the  1  gh lng ,  say ,  o r  o ther  Tao ls t

books l lke the Chuang-tzu olr Lleh-tzu--would have lnvolved

us ln rnaterlals inposslbla to brlng wlthln the scooe of thls

ess&y,  shor t  o f  a  d ras t lc  l ln l ta t lon  o f  our  topLc ,  wh ich  wc

d ld  no t  w ish .  Bes l -des ,  one cou ld  no t  s too  w l th  over t l y  "Tao-

lstrr texts but woulC have to lnclude rnany other Han and pre-

Tan texts whi-ch aooroprlated, each 1n l ts own wey, the cormon

fund of ldeas from whlch the author of the rylzu, as so6ms

rnost l lkely, drew nuch of hls lnsplrat lon. Th6r€ are certal-n1y

:nany trTaolst ' t  ldeas, for oxanple,  ln the ' rConfuclanrr  Chung-

yung. : -  rathat ls perhans more to the poLnt,  the thought of

the  Lao - t zu  l s  bv  no  means  l den t1ca1  w l th  tha t  even  o f  o the r

"Tao ls ts ' r ;  d i f fe rences  ln  in te l lec tua l  c l l rna te  and lnd lv idua l

discoslt ion make tho thought of the Chuang-tzu, for !-nstanco,

as close as l t  nay be rr ln general lr  to that of the Eg:jg1t, at

leas t  r rsonewhat ' t  d l f fe ren t  f ro ra  l t .  W6 hevs  pre fer red ,  then,

to  take  t i re  Lao- tzu  es  a  c losed wor ld  and present  as  coherent

a  Cescr lo t lon  o f  1 ts  ideas  as  poss lb le ,  be fore  proceed lng  to

v ievr  them ln  the  1 lgh t  o f  o tb6r  tex ts - -o r  vLce versa .

Flnal1y, w€ have not concerned ourselves with any prob-

lems of hlstorlcal cr l t lc lsm; slnce we arie concerBed. only with

the  ldeas  o f  the  Leo- tzu  l t se1 f ,  qu€s t lons  o f  da t lng  and au-

thorshlc are irrelevant to our pu.r?oso. Jf we alternately

speak o f  r r lao- tzur t  and t t the  Lao- tzur r ,  i t  Ls  nere ly  a  na t te r

of styl ist lc convenLence and irrports no preJud.ic€ as to t lre

ldentl ty of th6 authon. We essrme, of course, that th6 b.ok
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forrns a coherent whole;  otherwlso there is l l t t le polnt  in

t r / i ng  to  make  gense  o f  i t  a t  a l l  .  The  tex t  quo ted  i s  a1_

rvavs the usual one wlth corrnentary by l fang p1 (see b1b1Lo_

graDhy) .  s. ther than su:o1y a frosh translat lon for evory

ps .ssaqe  quo ted ,  we  have  genera l l y  re l l ed  on  wha t  a ro  p rob_

ably the two inost careful  t ranslat lons lnto , . l lostern guroDean

languages, those of Arthur Waley end J,  J.  L.  guyvendak; as

for pul 'ysr6akrs,  we have found h1s ! . rench rendering rnore

sa i l s fac to ry  than  h l s  gn .311sh .  we  heve  used  th6  one  o r  t l : e

o the r  f o r  reasons  somet lmes  o f  i n te r , : r . e  t a t i on ,  somet i rnes

sinl) ly of  sty1e. I , Ia leyr s and Duyvendakr s verglons ere al_

wa .ys  l den t i f l ed  as  such  l n  l _oco l  where  the re  l s  no  such

lclent l l l -cat lon the rendering 1s our or ' rn (we have ventured

such only when our lnter i r retat ion dl f fers f rom both of  the

a fo remen t ioned)  .

lTote th.at  we have nodif ied Karlgrenr s reconstruct ion

fo r  t y rog rach ica l  conven ience  3

Kar lq ren r  s  y  >  h

"  ?  )  /  ( ana  so  fo r  o the r  l n l t l a l s )

t t  i  2  {  (and so  fo r  o ther  vowele)

"  X > i  (  "  )
"  a 2 e

, ,  ( > @

l l l - \ t

; , J



I
r.  TEE IIoPPOsrTSsI'  AND IIRETURNI'

The center of Lao-tzur s thought ls the 'rwsy", that ls

to say, a klnd of movement; and thls movernont ls defi .ned as

rrret .rnrt or trrevei,slonft r  l  whl ch 1s usually lnteroreted as

rrreturnrr to the rroooositetr.  Now trreturnrt and the rtopoositsgtl

are both favorlte thernes of the Lao-tzu, but they are by no

r"i leans as slnple as this lnterpretat lon makes them. There are

ln f  aci t iuee words ln the text usually translated trroturnrt,

tr ' ro oi whlch are connected wLth the rtopoosl-tesrr: 
f i  pJqln and

1i Ut J{L. These two words coir lnentator.s and translators a1lke

evidently regard as more or 16ss lnterchangeable; 2 but ln

fac t ,  as  we s? :a11 a t temnt  to  demonst ra te ,  there  ls  a  c lear

dist inct ion between thenr ln the Lao-tzu, corrasoondlng to two

c i l s t lnc t  a t t l tudos  the  au thor  takes  toward  the  r?oopos l tesr? .

The fLrsi of these att l tudes ls the one most general ly

essoc ia ted  w i th  Lao- tzu !  s  thought :  the  opnos! . tes  r resupoose each

ot i :e r ,  d .e rend on  ea-ch  o t '1er ,  cass  ln to  each o th€r - - they  ex-

ls t ,  in  shor t ,  on ly  " re la i l ve ' r  to  each o ther ;  you  cannot

have, or even think of, one to the exclusion of the other.

Belng and Not-bolng grow out of ong another;
Diff lcult  and 6asy colrplete on6 another.
Lcng and shor i  tes t  one another ;
!{ igh and low deternrino one another.
The sounCs of instnwrent and voica give har-

mony to one another.
Front and back glve sequencg to ono snother.

1,1a1ey) . ,

I t  ls upon bad fontune that good fortuna
leans, upon gopd fortune that bad fortune
res ts  ( l , Ia1ey)  .+



I {e&venr s way ls l lke the bendlng of a
bow. l , {hen a bow I  s bent the too come g
Cor.rn and the bottom-end comes up. So
too does ' : Iea?en tal<e avrav from those
who have too much and gl iJe to those that
h a v e  n o t  e n o u q h  ( l l a L e y ) . )

T ru l v ,  r  t h ings  a re  o f ten  l nc reased  by
seeklng to dlrnlnlsh then, and dlrnlnls led
by  see l< lng  to  l nc rease  166a t  1 t4a1ey )  . o

T : r i s  
' r r e c i c r o c r t i o n "  

o f  t h e  o D : o s i t e s  1 s ,  w e  b e l i e v e ,

: rec i se l y  wha t  Lao - t zu  neans  by  pJwAn.  t t  i t se l f  l s  t ho

vc ry  wc rd  t l i a t  neans  r ropoos i te r r  o r  f r con t r .a ry ' r ,  and  l t  1s

used  i n  ' un i s  n :an ing  l n  t he  Lao - t zu :  ' r g t ra lgh t  words  seem
?

t : : e  ; : ^ o s i t e . ' ! '  B u t  t o  g e t  t o  t h e  r o o t  o f  i t s  m e a n i n g  l n

connect ion wi ih the d.rne-nl  s:n of  the I topposl tesrr  we ust

e : i l n i ne  l t s  ve rba l  sense .

The  nos t  ex l l l cL t  desc r ia t i on  o f  t he  Drocess  o f  p  j r v l n

l s  q i ven  l n  chan te r  2 j ,  wbere ,  a f te r  t he  Tao  has  been

c p  l  l  a d ' l r . r ' o o l : ' !  /  f  a  \,  - * ,  ,  w e  s e e :

uow ta l lso neans Dass ing on,
And 5Essing on neans gr lng Far -{way, o
_qld going far away means returning (1, /aley) .  -

l " jhat ls t l ' re concrete sense of tn ls "returnlnsrt  ?

- h e  - - q - h  F  a l o q r . .  l r r  d o - r I n l : q  q  ' l h a n , . l ' r  a r r J d a n 1 : l r r  h r r n i n e" "" ! :A'

s o - e t h i - -  1 v 6 ' , .  a n r l  i t s  d e : l v a t l v o s  b e a r  o u t  t h t s  t d e a : * 5- * , " . 1  t x . .

b r w e n ,  " d e s e r t ,  r e v o l t ' t  ( ! : ? . ,  t u r n  o v 6 r  a g a l n s t ' \  ;  j F  n  j y l n .

lrreturnr! ( tur.n over and come back) ;  t ]F pJr4tr,  ntraderr (turn

o ' re r  back  and fo r th )  .  1 f  bes ide  these we se t  the  c lose
t i ,. ,  t^

co-rates -7; c t  j r+dn, ' ta turn, t lno, changu' ;6' ,Jl  pt jwin,

I t tu rn  over ,  reverse ! r  ;  
tF$  p t  Jwfn ,  t r tu rn ,  reverse ' t ;  and pro-

bab17. f t , i  r I Jan ,  r rchanger t ,  we ar r l ve  a t
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somethlng l lke the notlon of rturreabolrt ' r :  not a ful l  nove-

ment of trrsturn' i ,  but the beglnnlng of thls movement, thc

flln of tho hand that s lnro 1y tr.::rns an obJect 1n the opoo_

s i te  d l rec t lon .  The sequence ln  chapter  25 ,  Ln  th ls  v low,

g lves  Jus t  the  ossent la ls  o f  the  Tao- l .n -ac t lon :  mov lng ,  L t

goes to a dLstance, and then rtturns aboutf l ;  and this pr"o_

cess  may be  repeated  lndef ln l te ly  be twoen the  loppos i tes ' r

or (I . that moro a': t  terrn?) nturnaboutsrt.  dReturnn, then, be_

lng only notlon trbackrr, 1s not an accurate translat lon; the

polnt of rrturnabout'r  is at both extremsg (conroare tne mutual

ac t j -on  imn l led  ln  r r t rad lng t r ) .  Thc  process  may be  deo lc ted

thus ,  us lng  two po ln ts  fo r  the  noooos l tes [ ;

Our trsnslat ion has the advanta8o, i t  may be noted., of oolnt_

Ing out the connoctlon between the extrene ooles (rf  turnaboutsrr)

and t l-re novenent that leads from one to the other ( lr tr :rnlng

about", or slnroly rt turnaboutrt 
)  --a connectlon that 1s over-

looked l f  l re translate one by roppositesn and the other by
I t re tu rnr t .  A  more  e legent ,  La t ln lzed  t rans la t ion  wou ld  g ive

us the ncontraries'r and the procegs of n eontraverslonn .

But nturnabout't, though lt may be the begl.nnlng, lg cer-

tainly rot the e_:l  of Lao-bzur s thoughl. I f  tr turnaboutn ls

l
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all  there 1-s, r,re end in a klnd of dynanlc relat ivlsm. But

ln  po in i ;  o f  fac t  Lao- tzu  does  no t  be l leve  ln  the  equr i l l t y

o f  the  cont ra r les .  J f  v re  ana lyse  the  cont ra r les ,  as  does

.\
D .  a .  Lau ,y  i n to  the  "h lghe r ' r  and  the  " l ower I  oo les  ( fo r

exannJ-e, the ' rahead'r  vs.  the t l  b ehi-ndrr  ,  the i r  strong'r  vs.  the

r lwealr ' !  )  ,  ; ' re see that Lao-tzu ' r tant s to at taln,  ln sorne way,

the ' rhigher ' t  lo le,  but s inco tr turnaboutt t  ls the novenent of

tho Tao, h6 k: tows that he can only at taln 1t  by aoorcaching

i- .  i \ rcuqh 1t s contrarT, the ' r  Iot ' rerrr  .

f l h a  ( l a d e

Puts hj .nsel f  ln the background; but ls
a l t "ra; 's to the fore.  ' lo

i ena ins  ou ts ide ;  bu t  i s  a lways  the re  ( r \ ra Ie ) ' )  '  
- "

m h a  Q r r a

I n  o rd .e r  t o  be  above  the  Peop le
l-1u s t  sDealc as thcugh he were lower

than the p e oD l-e .
In order tc g '"r1- Ce them r ' l
qe nust lur  [ insel f  behind thern (17a1ey) 

" '
a  n f  I  n  r . - . r a r ,  { : ^  - . r t  h imse f  f  a t  t he  ' t h iqhe r r r  po le ,  one  rnus t

cause r^rb.at  is alreadT there to t t turn about ' r  to i ts contrary:

what ls ln the ond to be shrunk
I.^tLst  i i rst  be s t re t  che d..
Uha teve r  i s  t o  be  weakened
!{ust beqin by belng rnade strong.
what ls to be overthrown
l . t us  t  beq in  by  be ing  so t  uo .
ue who woul-d be a taker
t . U s t  b e g i n  a s  a  g i v e r . . .
f t  ts th.us that tho soft  overcomep,, the hard

AnC the  weak ,  t he  s t rong  (wa tey )  . r z

A l l  o f  t i r l s  l s  so  becauso

t The humile is the stem upon wh-lch the
rnighty grows,

The 1ow- ts tl--e f ound atiog..up or whlch the
h l g h  r . s  I a l d '  ( W a l e y ) . ^ '

The  o rac t i ce  o f -  TaQ con r l ' ! ! s  i n r , r ,  sub -
tract inq caY bY d.ayr (Warey) .  - '+
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lTou thls 'rsubtractlng" wlth the ult lnate a1:rI  of ' rover-

comlng'r,  r 'hl le l t  ls based on th6 prlnclple of nturnabout' l

or rrcontraverslonrt,  wouki be lrnposslble l f  t t  contraver s lonr?

were the only movement ln the wonld. For th€n one would

have rrovercom€rt snd reached. the n'big! l tr i :r ' ' ' r  Do16 only to

f lnd hlnself subJect to the very movement resoonslble for

putt ing hln there; evelSr I 'overcomLngrt would then be fol-

lowed by a ttgolng undertt .  I t  ls her.e that Lao-tzur s second

kind of rrreturnrt comes lnto D1ay.

Bt J{k,  ag an examLnet l-on of  words having the same rtpho-

net ic j r  r€vea ls ,  be longs  to  a  feml ly  wt ro  se  roo t  l s  very  c lose

to  the  La t ln  _ore f lx  re - ,  ln  e l ]  th ree  o f  1 ts  ch le f  mean lngs :

! rbackr t  (as  ln  I receCet t ;  compare  re t ro - ) ,  r tega!n , r  (as  ln  r? re-

oeat t r )  ,  and aga ins t r r  (as  in  r t reoe l r t )  .  Thus  we nave: f f i  pJ0k ,

' tdouble, double or l ined garrtentsn i  f f i  ptJQkn& p t  J {k ,  l reverse,  over-
' , T  / . -tu rn ,  re lea t "  ;  
- ,  

t  b  r  Jek ,  
' t res i .s t ,  oorversen ;  ana /4 tg  i t se l f'  '1X,

cogn"t""  f

(back  s l r re )

L  i r r r n

l n  l t s  s e c o n d  r e a d l n g  b t J Q g ,

pweg , 'r bac

t raga ln ,  recea t r t .  No t€  a l so  the

the back ontr ;  J{ :  pek, nnorthrt

on  t he  back ,  r es l s t " i 4+  b rweq ,;  Q t '  jqg,

ftd.ouble, tu::n the back, r.ebe1,,;f i |  pQg, rrreguiterr; jE? Ut f Og,'=L -

I tgo away f romtr

The Lao-tzu uses br JQk, Ln fact, always ln the meani

of rr turnl-ng backtr :

31 tu  abo l l s  l rhunan i t6  e t  reJe t tss  la
jus t l ce ,  le .  peuo le  rev lendra  L  fa  p fd t i
i l t iale- et i-  t tamo':r (maternel) ( nryvenaaul .15



Lr  on  oour re i t  amener  le  peuo le  a  re -
io*n" t  A  1r  enn lo l  c ies  cbrdes  noudgg

( D u y v e n d a k ) . r o

L e  s e l n t . . . r e t o u r n e  I L  o | " t o u t  l e  m o n d e
ocsse ou t re  ( fuvvendak)  .  * '

' {avinq known tho of fsor lng, o+F turns
back  and  keeos  to  the  mo the r . r t

Le  no r rna l -  redev ien t  b l za r ro ,  e t . ] e  b ien
redev ien t  s in l s t re  (Duyvendak ) ' rY

^ n d  e s  d e s l . r n a t i n q  t h e  m o t i o n  c o n t r a r y  t o  " a r l s l n g ' r ,  L t  l s

t ' f  a l l i n g  b a c k "  . . v

' t 1e t ' : r r ' t  i s  ce r ta in l - t  a  ' l o re  ap t  t ra : l s l a t1on  o f  b !  J0k

tha,n oi l j :4n, bui even here It  ls sonewhat tnexact; for ' rre-

tu rn ' t  invo lves  a  no t ion  back  to  sornewhere  one has  been be fore ,

a n d  b r J 6 k  i s ,  i n  L a o - t z u r  3  u s e ,  r a r e l y  t h l s .  I t  l s  r a t h e r  a

t i r r n in . :  bac l<  to  a  ' r l ower ' r  
r  no le  ' r o r i n l t i ve r !  (and  hence ,  f o r

Lao - t zu ,  be t te r )  s ta te .  Fo r  t h i s  -Derheps  
' r re t rove rs ion l r  j - s

be t te r ,  and  t t  n rov i -des  a  c lea r  con t ras t  t o  t t con t rave rs ion " - -

tbough ' t t r : : :nbacir ' t ,  tco,  contrasts welI  wl th i r turnabout!r  '

But what 1s ' r turnbacl<'r  or rrretrove rs l  onrt  ? At f i rst  we

misn t  assu rae  tha t  i t  i s  one  asoec t  o f  t he  who le  p rocess  o f

r r con t r l r re rs ion ' t ,  ne re l y  t he  movernon t  r rback ' r .  Bu t  Lao - t zu  no -

w l : re re  ccn i ras ts  1 t  w i th  anv  k lnd  o f  r rp rog ress ion ' r  o r  novenen t

i i i o - t - : r ;  and . ,  as  we  have  seen ,  t he  goa l  o f  I t r e t r cve rs i -on r r  l s

nc t  i ne re l y  one  o f  t i r e  ccn t ra r l es ,  bu t  a  re la t i ve l y  be t te r  and

nore  s tab le  s ta te '  I t  mus t  bo  soen ,  ra the r ,  I n  t he  l i gh t  o f

the lnequal l ty of  the contrar ies;  l t  Ls a movement away from

t:re ' r  h l l l - rer I  DoIe towarCs the rr l  owel:rr ,  whlch ls Ln sone

wav t i re ' t  root ' r  of  the " tr lgherrt  ,  the key to rrovercoml-ngrr l t  '
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St l1 l ,  l n  l t se l f  r r re t rove rs lon r t

c o r l n c ' r ,  f o r  l t  I s  s t i l l  b o u n d

" re l . r t i v i s : r ' r ,  w l th  "  dua l l t y "  .

cannot account for thls "over-

uo  w l th  the  r roopo sL te  s r r - -w i  th

Th is  fec t  1s  under l lned  by

t he  l ab la l  t r l t j . a l  o f  b ' JOk ,  l n  t he  l i gh t  o f  a  ra the r  remar -

kable lhenomenon of Chinose phonology: a large number,  per-

haos  t re  maJor i . t y ,  o f  Ch lnese  words  o f  A rcha lc  i n l t l a l  b -  and

p- Celote or connote f tdual l ty ' t  .  Thls I t  dual i ty ' t  rnay take the

l o n  o i  ' r o r o o s l t i o n ' t  
( d l v i s i o n ,  d i s t i n c t l o n ,  s e p a r a t l o n ,  r e -

r e 1 l i o n ,  c o n i r a d l c t i o n ,  e t c . )  o r  t h a t  o f  r r c o m c l o n e n t a t l o n ' r

(ass i s tance ,  a t tac i r rnen t ,  co rnnan lonsh lo - - ' t t oge the rness r r  o f

sone  so r t ) .  g  ca ra l l e f  t o  t h i s  phenomenon  ney  be  no teC ln

t ' 1e  Jndo- :u ro .ean  i n l t i a l s  and  p re f l xes  d l - ,  du - ,  tw - ,  b i - ;

but t le Chlnese cheno,renon seems l f  enythlng to be rnore corn-

o rehens l ve ,  cove r inq  the  g round  a l so  o f  t he  La t i n  and  Gennan ic

o r e f j - x e s  r e - ,  r e t r c - ,  s c - r  s 1 - ,  s p 1 - ,  o b - ,  c o m - ,  w L t h - ,  a d - ,

e t c .  The  connec t i on  o f  pJw in  and  b tJ {k  l r l  t h  t ho  no t l on  o f

! rCua l i t v r r  l s  qu l l e  c lea r  f rom the l r  de r l va t l ves  and  cogna tes .

Be  th i s  as  1 t  nay ,  we  can  see  tha t  | t r e t rove rs lon " ,  wh l l e

I t  l n i t l a . t es  t l - re  o rocess  away  f rom r r con t rave rs lon t t ,  t ha t  l s

from 'r  re 1q t  i  v i  s: l r !  ,  Coes not comolete the rnovement to the r tab-

s l l u te  r : r c . t  Lao - t zu  l s  anoaren t l y  seek ing ,  t he  po ln t  where

one :na- l  ' re ' rabove'r  and 1lahead.rr  wi thout r t turning about" to the

Jrbelowrr and I tbehind'r ,  where one nay ' tovercomerr wltLrout r lgolng

under f r .  J t  l s ,  l n  f ac t ,  mere l y  t he  f l r s t  s tage  l n  th l s  nove -

znent,  which Ls only comnleted by yet a thind. k lnd of  rrreturr t t r ,

,2:'. k lwer .
t ' t t  - - - : -
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Th€ transla. t lon t t return' t  ls probably less sui . tablo for

kJwer than for either p jrain or btJok. Throughout Chinese

l i t e ra tu re  k jw6r  l s  used  o f  mo t lon  no t  necessa r i l y  back  to

a  D o i n t  o f  o r i s i D  ( t h o u c h  l t  l s  o f t e n  t h a t  t o o \ ,  b u t  t o  a

o l a c e  o f  r e s t  o r  s e c u r i . t y ,  a  p l a c e  f e l - t  a s  t r h o n e r r .  I t  l s

used, for exanr, le,  of  a narryl-ng woman, r ' rho rrcomes honerr to

he r  hu :bandr  s  house ;21  o f  oeoo le  a t tach ing  themse lves  to  a

.r ince r . r i th ,h on they have had. no prevlous connect ion; 
/ -La 

of

a  . 1 o r ' s - r ' r  l -  o l r i n o  t ' r o f r r c a ' r  i n  E h r d d h l  q i n !  . l i r  n f  o q n r " l l ' r l  n o  n  n r t q ' l  -

l i y : c  a  : e r s o n - - ' ! s e : : c l n 1  i ;  h o n o ' t  t o  t t s  o r o o e r  o l s c e . 2 l - b  I n

none c f  these senses  can k jwer  be  rendered r r re tu rnr r  I  and even

i n  t he  nan - f  cases  ' she re  l t  can  be ,  t ho  r r re tu rn ' r  l nvo l ved  1s

a lncs i ;  s l i r a ) r s  a  re tu rn  t c  a  r l ace  o f  res t ,  a  ' r homecon lng ' r .

l 1 e  c l o s e s t  c c s r a t e s  o f  k j w e r  g i v e  a n  l n s l g h t  i r t o  t h e  c o n -

c le te  bes i s  o f  t h i s  i dea  by  revea l l ng  the  na tu re  o f  t he  rno t i on

invo l ' r ed .  \ : . r l  g  I  w€ r ,  ' r ! e tu rn ,  revo l ve r t  ,  1s ,  l n  t he  S :1411  sea l

g ra lh ,  l . ! ,  ,  a  sn i ra . l  i nd l ca t l ve  o l  revo l vLng  rno t i on ;  co lnDare

.  6  - , " " " .  r r rgvo l ve , r :  i  l f l  c ,wer .  
, rwh . i r1 :oo1 ' !  .  4  E  j *e r  n i c tu res--- - _r -

t  r .rc ieet r.ral l i inq in oncoslte Cirectlons about an €nclosure

( ; : n t r i - e s  o n  t l - e i r  ' ' r o u : r d s ' ? ) :  c o m D a r e  E l  g j w e r ,  ' t e n c l r c l e ' .

Aron t  worCs r " ' i th  f ina l  -n  (wh ich  f requent lT  in te rchanges ln

- : h o n e t i c  s e i ' i e s  w i t h  - r )  t h e r e  a r e  \ l f  g J w e n ,  ' r r e v o l v e ' ' ;  Ei-

s  j w e n -  r t s r r n r s  h n t o t r :  *  t J r o " n .  " 1 o ' j 1 1 ,  . u r u . d " ; F j  g r  j w a n ',  , g  ; . . r ^ * . . ,  - "  - , - _ :  i . e  u ,

' f  chl-c:1on'r ,  t  r , . i : . .an, ' r f rst" ;  
f i  (ana [ f l  )  gJwan, ;rgr:na";  

f l
t 

,, 
^ 

. (:j{ 
E*f* _ t..

r,j lqn. 'rturn :o'.rni"; iE :,wan. 'tturn rou:td., return'ff i qtwsn'

; .  enc i r c rc ' , ,  q r  11 ' " " ,  oo r :nd ' r ; . {1  t ; r c , r ,  "po tce r rs
: 2 - -
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wheel- 'r--examrLBS cculd be rrult lpl led lnder-lnlte1y.

i{  j ' . -rer: thus seems to be motlon 1n a splral or cincle,

mot lon ,  tha t  Ls ,  re rnovec i  f rom the  tens ion  be tween the  con-



trarles always lrrpl led ln pJwfn and btJ{k. penhaps rrcon-

vergel 1s an apt ir :anslat ion, the preflx erpresslng the ab-

sence- -even barnon lz ing- -o f  the  tens lon  be tweon the  con-

traries, anC the whole word conveylng the sense of l t tendlng

towarci a s1ng1e point 'r  which, as we shal l  short ly atteropt

to  shcr , ; ,  does  seen to  r :ndor l le  Ieo ' tzu t  s  use  o f  i t .

sy  l t se l f  kJwer  ah . .ays  means,  ln  the  Leo- tzu ,  fu11 anC

oe: ' rnanent return or r t  c onvgrgenc er? -  -not the mere rr turning

backr r  to  a  more  pr in r l t i ve  s ta te  tha t  b rJQk conveys .  I t  l s

{ h  + h a  m- ' -  L a o :

Tous Ies 6tres netournent L eUe [ i  la
qrance voLet -  sans  eur611s  so  nr5gente
Eonne le'..r ;:raltre ( iuyvendat) . zz

Jt ls convergence in tne trsegetr, the rnan ful1y 1n accord

wl th  Ine  Tao:

l.^Ihen he ls truly who1e, thcro ls a con-
vergence l+ hln (evidently of the tnryrlad
l i l l n p s t  ) . Z J

l l ow  because  these  two  ( the  t sage t  and
tsp l r l t s t )  do  no  ha rm,  the  powers  (o f
things ? ) lnter':ringle and conXprge ln
t h e : n  ( o r  r h l m t r  t h e  r s a g e t ) . 4 +

An i  Le .o - t z i ; -  s rea l<s  o f  h lnse l f  nas  l f n  home less ,  hav lng  no

u l - t l : na te  c lace  o f  : . ss t ,  no  f  l na l  po ln t  o f  ' r conve rg  unce"  ,25

The  Lao - t zu  thus  seens  to  con tnas t  nsp l ra l t r  mo t ion ,

which

whl ch

leads

n o t  t o

l eaCs to  the  Tao l t se l f ,  w l th  r rback  end fo r th r r  no t lon '

never  leaves  the  oont ra r les ,  and mot ion  rbackn,  wh lch

to  a  l r1 r l r l t i ve ,  nbet tenr t  s ta te -  .bu t  no t  tc  a  t rbes t ' r ,

a f lnal rt tromert. How are these two kinds of motlon
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to be reconci led? I low doos on€ leave the nback and forthrt ,

where he ls evic lert l -y at  the nency of  the contrar les,  and

attain the rrsplra1l lng homerr,  where he exorts some klnd of

naster.y over them? The answor l les,  as w€ have lmp1led, ln

what fol lows btJ{k, whlch ls a prelLml.nary rnovernont; once

one  hag  t r t u rned  back r t ,  he  l s  f ree  to  r r conve rgen .  Th l s  seens ,

l n  fac t ,  to  be  the  mean lng  o f  the  phraso brJ {k  ( j r€ r ,  wh ich

occurs  s lx  t lnes  ln  the  Lao- tzu .

Bt j0k  KJ l r€ r ,  aga in ,  t rans la to rs  lnvar lab ly  render  es

r r re tL i rn l r  o r  r r rever t ' r ,  thus  tak lng  them as  a

t i :e noiern Cil i :rese sense, vrhere synonyms are

a sinqle nord. This night seem to be borne

tha t  the  goa l  o f  b tJQk k jwer ,  l l ke  the  goe l  o f  kJwer  a lone,

n corrro ou.ndtt Ln

Jolned to form

out by the fact

ls aL+avs some kind of uit i -rnate; the place rrwhere the: 'e is

t : r ' : ' - r ; , ' t f l3  ' ' 1 : , ^  J ta le  o f  l r fancy ,  '127  \  : , ; r re  l in l t lessr ' r2U

'r t i -re sta.te of the Uncarved Bloc,x r '29 [the rootrn30, ntho

tnner - l lqh t ' r l1  1a1I  ln  r , Ia leyr  s  t rans : l  r t lon) .  But  the  use

of itcotl1aoungsrr of synonyns !s rare. #f=a!F..H€€.=*. ln

r : r c  a . r l : - i c - ce  o i  1111- ;5 ' ,  r s  t l ne ,  and  l t  l s  be t te r  t o  g l ve  fu I1

wolght to both terns in what seern to be such [cornround.s ' t .  In

i - i1e case of btJ0k ( jwer,  two words whlch are not str lct ly

synonornous ln the Lao-Ezu, we cen qulte easl ly understand

each to havo th.e rneenlng l t  has when usod lndepenCently. The

ohrase, ln thAs vler.r,  sl-mpIy descrlbes the whoLe process of

whlch ! ' retrover s 1on't  ls the f lrst stage, rrconvergencsrr the
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l as t .  The  more  t t p r l rn i t l ve ! r  goa ls  o f  n re t rove rs lon ' r  (  t he
' ruse  

o f  kno t ted  eo rds r r ,  t he  ' r o lace  eve rybody  passes  Uy ,  t , r e
t ! f l1 ia. I  o ietytr  anC rt loverr thdt aro less complLcated than

t !hunan i t y ' t  and  I t Jus t l ce ' t )  a re  thus  mere  way -s ta t l ons ,  as  l t

r /ere,  on the roaC to f lnal  rrconvengoncerr in the absolutely

sLmo Ie (  the [  l -nf  antrr  ,  the rruncarved blockr ,  the ' r  l imlt le s s!r  ,
' l  

n  n t  h  I  n  c  l  o  a  <  n  a  o  o  t l  + '
"he 

rrrootrr  )  .  t r6onvorgence!r  s lmoI: f  tB. l<es

uc  where  I t r6 t : c ' i e r s lon r r  l eaves  o f f .

?h is  ln temreta t ion  o f  b r  JQk kJwer  seems to  be  subs tan_

t la ted  bv  the  contex ts  ln  wh ich  l t  occu : rs  ln  the  Lao- tzu .

T., Ihl le wbat fol lows kJwer 1s always a f lnal  goa1, wha t  ore-

frcrn whi c i r ,  as we l tave seen, t tnetroversionr alwavs beqlns.

cedes  b tJQk  1s  genera l l v  one  o f  t ne  l rpos l t l ve r?  con t ra r l -es

A11 tb lngs  r i se  uo  together ,
I  thus observe thelr turnlne back.
T n d a a d  f h i  h ' 6  f l  ^ r *-  r  - * - ' 1 s h ,
lac:1 to turn back and converqe 1n l ts root.32

kjwer,  each fol lo l , rs e passage l -nvolvlng the contrarLes and

a k ind  o f  nconvergence oo in t t r  be twoen them;  1 t  nay  thus ,

cerhans ,  bo  ln te r : re teC as  a  comnentary  on  the  preced lng

s ta tenents :  f l r s t  there  1s  r r  re t rovers  ion t  ,  a  tu rn ing  back

frorn one of tne contrarles towards the other, and only then
rr conver3encert,  a f ir l1 ,rreturn't  not to the other but to a

f lna l  oo ln t  o f  convergence.

fn  chapter  28 ,  wher .e  !her6  is  a  ser les  o f  th ree  brJQk

Ee who knows the nalo and yet keeps to
the female beco4qs the ravlne of the
u n d e r - h e a v e n . . . ) )

Turning back l-fron tl e maLe toward the
fernale-l he c*onverges ln the state of



lnfancy fas In a ravlne, the polnt
o f  conver ' lence o f  two s looes ] .

He who knows the whlte and yet keeps
to tho black bocones the standard of
the under-he.gven. .  .

Turnins back ifrorn the whlte toward the
blac[l  he cinverses ln the 1lmlt less
|as tn the staniardl- .

H6 lrho knows glory and yet keeps to 1g-
nornlny becornes the va11ey of the urrder-
h e a v e n . . .

Turning back l,from g1o4y toward lgnomlnyi
he converges In the state of_ tfp
carved b lock  ras  ln  a  va l ley j  . )+

un-

A slmiler Dattern seerng to be fol lowed ln chaotor i l1.35

In bt jQk kJwer, then, we have the Juncture of two rno-

t l ons :  r t re l -a t i v l s t i c r r  mo t lon  rback t r ,  wh ich  can  on l y  l ead  to

o  n , r r . r n o r o I J  r r a  l r r  h a + +- - - -e r  s ta te ,  never  an  u l t imate  p lace  o f

res- " ;  enC conn le t ing  mot ion  ln  a  sp l ra l ,  w t r l ch  leaCs to

Lao- tzu t  s  u l t ina te  goa l  .  I f  b tJok  ls  n tu rnback ' t :  j  ,  and

kJvrer  i s  r rconvorgenee" :  '  - ' l  ,  we nray  Jo ln  thern f  n  o  o i q n l t

rr returnrr 1nshovi lng the relat ionshio of the three klnds of

the Lao- t  zu :
-_--.-_-_----\\

--.\'.. -\ /lia
)  > ' r Lt<

14ay of the

each o ther ,

The constant

t ra rLes  ln to

unlverse ls

or, d.1a s s Iy;

a rl tr:::naboutrr

but the rr sage tr

of the con-

rr turl.r g
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backr i  f ron the

+ r . i  6  r t ^ 6 h + a 1 . r l

e x t r e n e  t o ' t c o n v e r g e "

the goal of  Lao-tzur s

ln the center. !o

thought, we now turn.
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rI . T}iE POT}IT O!' CONVSRGENCE

1. The pl lant

One of the favorite lmages of the Lao-tzu ls that of

the  r r ln fan t ' r .  One cou ld ,  o f  course ,  devote  a  who le  essay

to exolorlng the many r 'Blnlf icat lons of this symbol; but for

our. Dre sent purDose we si.r .e1I have to be content with exa_

mln ing  one o f  l t s  face ts :  how can l t  b€ ,  as  1 t  l s  ln  chaoter

28 ,  the  goa l  o f  converEencer  ?

To answer thls questlon we sh.al1 have to see what leo-

tzu regards as the character of the tt lnfantl .

Can you, when concentrat lng you:: breath,
nake i t  soft l lke that of a l l t t te chl ld?

(warey) 36

The lnpr:nlty of that whlch 1s fraught
wlth the r  power t

I t {ey be l ikened to that of  an lnfant.  .  .
I ts bones are €oft ,  l ts s lner,rs rreg[,

bu t  l t s  g r l p  i s  s t rong  (Wa1ey1  .> t

To  be  : t so f  t r r  and  r rweak r i  1s  nos t  cha rac te r i s t l c  o f  t he  {  l n -

fan t l r .  Th l s  we  nay  se6  i n  the  word  l t se1 f - -a t  l eas t  l n  ha f f

of  l t .  The second. syl t -abl-e of  the Utnon # l / ,  tn^t  the Lao-

t zu  nos t  f requent ly  uses  fo r  t r ln fan t t t ,  l J ig ,  hav ing  by  1 tse1f

the same neaning, belongs to a qulte dlst lnct Archaic Chinese

word f arnily, several othe:: membe::s of r"h lch play an lmportant

r n l a  J -  l - L 6  l - , ^ ^ l 'urrE TJUUK. ihe words, for exarnole,  that 1. ta1ey trans-

l -a tes  as  t t so f tn  anC "  *  -' tweakrt ,  
f t  l iOs ana| t  f lok,  are powerfu l

r r  ovgrcomegst t  :

Tne soft overcorn\rs tht hard ^^
Ano the weak, the strong (Waley1 .-ro
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1^Iha t ls of al l  thlngs nost ylelding
Can overwholm that whlch 1s^Pf al l

th ings  most  hard  ( {a1eY)  .JY

Nothlng r:nder heaven ls softer or more
yielding than water; but when l t  ettecks
thlng s hard and re si stant there I s nofi,.,
one of then that can prevaLl (I ,{a1ey).+"

Actua117, l ' Ialyy ls lnconsl-stent tn hls t : :anslat lon of thls

palr of r. ,rords; he seert:s undeclded whl ch to calL t?soft ' r  and

vrhich 'r ' .veak' l  ,  and lndeed they are so close l-n rneanlng and use

tha t  th is  l s ,  re rha :s ,  no  grea t  e r ro r .  S t111,  tbere  ls  a

concrete notion underlylng th.o words that the Engllsh ear

n isses  when l t  hears  e l ther  t tdo f t "  o r  ' rweekr r ;  and here  ano-

ther  render lng  Waley  g lves  bo th  words  Ls  more  approDr ia to :

I ty le ld lng" .  c lose  coEnates  c lear ly  revea l  the  under ly lng  no-

t lon to be nbendlng,, z i .11,. ntog, rrswaylng in the wlndrt;  t t : .-  "qU 
'

r :( :-.' rbend, disturb't ; tr=- nbe,, trbend, erooked, bent wood" i ' l t \  nog

\ ' . 7  
' /  +

ani t-.. nQg, nrnonkeyt! (the suprerirely nbondingrr anlma!) i L'!=

, i : "a,  "" r"*  round'? ; '9 ; :  lJog, ' t ln test lnal  wormrt ;  I i  lJoU, ' "

[ . r " r r  o""a , " r  . *u; ;J-r**-1r"  r rbendlngrt  
" t  

t " " l r "*  , r r .

Let us lcok for a rnornent at what ls to be overcome by

u s r r u r r r S .

' " )  
, r  |  ^ - d
b  r 4 r r ; ,

leo-tzu 1s altraYs

-91 kLan, nf irrnr ( chs. [], 76, 78), sornetLmes f"1'J t{tte, rrtrard',

(chs.  15,  76,  78) ,  and of  lJQg usual lY

s t l l f "  (  chs .

The root

lrnore 1lke 1y

o f

: l +

Tlle co:rtrarT of l lok ln the

t r  strongrr

" A \

gr  l -ang is  c lear .  I t  occurs  as  t rphonet lc r r

l s  c ;ymoni ' )  U ?a,kJeng,-  , ^ J > \ _
r rst r  lngrr  ;N$uJane,

' tbands for wraDDlng and carrylng a chl ldlr;  and ff i ,U'nu^"n



chLang (not ln Karlgren) ,  trstr ing of cashn, thus provldlng

a s t r l -kLng oara11e l  to  Eng l lsh  words  wLth  ln l t la l  s t r - :

s t r lng ,  s t ra igh t ,  s t r l c t ,  s t ra ln ,  s t rong,  s t ro tch ,  e tc .  The

concrete notion underlylng the root ln both 1-anguages (en-

phaslzed ln the Chlnese graph by the rbown) seems to be the

ac t  o f  "  s t re tchLngr r  '  I t  s t rongr r ,  the  usua l  t rans le t l -on ,  l s  thus

quite aot for gt l"n*. The word ln both languages bears the

connota t ions  o f  ns t re tchodr r  ( t lgh t ) ,  r rs t r l c t r r  (nar row,  1n-

f l e x t b l e ) ,  a n d  r t s t r a l - n e d ' t ;  w L t n e s s  t h e  v e r b a l  u s e  o f  g r l a n g

l -  c n n n t e r r  2 ( -  t t  n n n  q  t r a L n g  d . t l  .

Kien ls  very  coss ib ly  re la ted  to  g r  lang  ( -ng  arpears  in

t t t - 4  - ^  + {  n L + l l  ^ - , 1v J . r r u  u ! : 3 r r u  ,  4 r r u

Ol '  lho e tvmon1c fa <

ls  uncertain,  thouqh the t thandtt ,  wg may speculate,  plays the

r . ^ -  1 t -
Cer l va t i ves  o f  k len )  , Lve i r s  w l tness  Q  

(  kJ fn ,

' t  
k r l en ,  "d rae  by  a  co rd ' r .  Th6  o r l g in

sane role here that the trbow'r  doos Ln g! l -ang'  the lat ter belng

r rbo r . r -  s t re t ch lng ' t  ,  t he  fo rmer  "hand-s t re t ch lng r r .  T f  so  n f l n l "

( ' t ho ld  fas t r r )  wou ld  be  an  ap t  t rans la t l on .  F ron  thLs  no in t

of  v1ew, l le may note, the { ' i  gr len, nworthlest t ,  who loom so

largo ln Confuclan ethlcs r . rouLd te those who hold too fast ,

who are too r?f i r rnrt ,  and hence far f rom the ryay.

K{.ng ls perha.s a cognate of gt lang, though the connec-

t i on  w l th  t r s t re t ch lnE ' r  Ls  no t

i;f r,q,.g,lrbu1l,t ^na $lft u!.rle,

c lear  ln

I t  s te o 1r l  r

I t s  g raph lc  r .e1et lves .

perhaos polnt nore to

nhard ,  s t i l f r r .
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The Itstrong" ,  the It  f  1f in'r  ,  the 'r  st i f  frr  :  throo attr lbutes

of the pofterful that yet are overcome by the rrweaktr and

t rso f t t r .  The reason is  c lear :  they  ane tenge and uny ie ld lng ;

powerful for a whlle, they cannot stay thus always. They

have reached thelr oxtr.erne: t l -relr rr c ontraverg lonrt ls near at

hand.

rThe wealon that ls too hord w111 be
broken, the tree that ?ras tho hardest
wood w111 be cut down. t  TnrlY' thc
hard  and n lgn ty  a re  cas t  downr . the  so f t
anc weelr set on hlgh ( ' .{aleY) .+r

t{hatever has a t lme of vlgour also hae
a t i-me of decay.

Sucir thlngs are agalnst Tao,
And l th8 . t€ver  l s  agq lns t  T&o ls  soon des-

troYed (: ' ialeY 1 .+z

i.Jtra i  l . Ial  ey translaced i tagalnst Taort Ls T-, i6, ana after the/r3,'

oreverbal negatl .re "Taolt nust be a verb; these thlngs aro

tiru s an e:a;nol-s of "not Tao-lng'r.  This chaoter opened wlth

a  descrh t lon  o f  the  t r ln fan t ' t  I  " to  Taor r ,  we may ln fo r ,  l s  to

be l l<e  the  ln fan t - -above a l l  r rweakr r  and ' rgo f t ' r ,  1 .e . ,  t rbend-

1n9" .  Tn  Eng l lsh  these ldeas  are  exorossed by  the  ln1 l la1

c lus ter  p t - / t l - - ;  11Lant ,  f lex lb lo ,  supp le .  Tnr ly '  the  r rs t rong ' l

1s  overcone by  the  ' tguop le ' r ,  the  t t f l rmr r  and ns t l f f {  by  the

f l o l i a n t r r .

Th€ Tao as trol l-antn ls a thema of whlch the Lao-tzu 1s

esrecial ly fond. Jt ls nowhere more c1ear"1y set forth then

ln the opening of chapter 3l+, whlch Waley translates

creat Tao ls l . l -ke a b:at that drl f tp;
I t  can go thls way; l t  can go thet.4'



2lr

Thls  render ing  o f  the  f l rs t  I1ne ls  par t la l l -y  Jus t l f led ,

at l-east, by the et;. .nology of , l i  prJ' , t+n (atso reaC br jqpr) ,

usual ly t ranslated l r l t i .  en equLvalent of  t roverf lowingtr

The etynon r[{. 6t Jwim doolcts a r?gai l t r ,  for  wtr ich the aug-

nonted character ' . f l i .  br jwAn 1s now usea; ){1 pJun, rrwlndrr, 1s

an obvious co6nate, as graph, sound, srrd moanlng al l  tes-

t i fy. ' t t th tho lebla1 init ial  we seem to be again ln the

reaLn o i  ' rdua l l t y ' r ,  and a  ' '  sa i l r t  Ls ,  lndoed,  somoth ing  po ised

betrnroen contrary direct lons, tending to one or tho other ac-

cordlng to the dlroct i .on of the wlnd.

Si i11, I^Ialeyt s translat ion takes no account of the {wa-

ter. ' r  deternLnative. l low uwaterrr ls, as we have seen 1n chan-

r a F  
" Q  

6  a , , ^ n 6 - a T -  ' t r l l a n t ' t  a n d  ' r s u p o l e "  t h l n g .  M a y  w e  n o t ,

t l ren, carrying througir tT\e i l -- / t l -  cluster, tnanslate ) i [  a"

' r f luen t ' r  ?  I ro r  tha t  i s  jus t  what  l t  i s :  n f1u ld t r ,  111<o water ;

r r f lax lb le r r  (even t rb lo r ' rab le r?) ,  t l ke  a  sa l l ;  ovsn  "over f low ing t t I

as l-n the 
" 

o,ro" rrt  1l-r.r1 renderLngs. Thus' ncreat t to r,

f luen t ;  I t  . ray  tend lg f t  o r  r l sh t . r r

Th€ Ttao, then, and he who 1s ln accond wlth l- t '  ere p11-

ant, sunole, f luent, l lko an infant, l lke water. Enrt whe t

has thls to d.o wlth tho "point of convergencerr of whlch we

are ln search? Aga1n, a slnple plcture reveals what we are

after: \  , /  .  The act of t tbending'r ,  whlIe l t  lssues in du-
\,/

a11ty, sprlngs from a slngle polnt; l f  the Taotrmay tend left

o r  r i6h t , ' t  i t  must  bo  th is  rn idpo ln t  i t sc l f ,  the  po in t  o f  r rd l -



v€rg€r1c€" - -o r ,  l f  seen f rom the  o thor  s lde ,  o f  nconvergencen.

2. l :ne RldgePole

To sneak of the Dolnt  of  | td lvergencel leads us lnevl-

tably to the nrldgeoo:.e7i: [  gt Jek. The "Gr'6at .4ppendlx' t  of

tho Book of chanqes speaks of l t  thus:

There ls in the Changes the Greet
Prlmal Begi-nnlngl-TEiE genenat€s t,  t ,
ihe two prlmary forces (Wl1-heln-Baynes). '#

The rtcreat Prinal Beglnning" (Boddet s 'rsunreme Ult lnaterr)

was,  to  be  sure ,  the  sub jec t  o f  rn rch  abs t rac t  specu la t i .on

by l leo-Confucian rnetaphyslcians, but one may reasonably

doubt that in the Chan!:es l t  had trav611ed so far from lfs

I l t e ra l  sense ,  t t g rea t  r l dgeco len .  A t  any  ra te ,  t he  conc re te

basLs  i s  c lea r :  t he  ' r r i dge ro le r t  1s  wha t  Jo lns  tne  two  s looes

o f  t he  :oo f ;  l t  i s  t i r e i r  " conve rgonce r r ,  t hey  a re  i t s  ' r d i ve r -

gence r t .  F rom th i s  co rnes  the  rne taphys i ca l  l dea  o f  t he  t r r i dge -

colert  as the l r imori la l  unl ty f rom whlch dual l ty "divergesrr '

In t i le Lao-tzu the r iCge:o1e has not yet become rrgreatrr ,

anC l ts  concre ie  mean ing  1s  s t l I I  d l  s  c  e rn lb lo -  - though t rans-

' I  
o t n r " ' l  r o r r  1 { f i l -  a n n r r a } r  o  t - l .  a n i . l  r n  t o  f, -+ -  -^ -v* - - r  For  f f i  l? ,  tne

ro i r t  o f  "convergencer t  ln  chapter  28r  'Wa1ey has  t r the  L ln l t -

l o s s ' r ,  D r y v e n d a k  " l r d t a t  o i :  1 1  n t y  a  p a s  d e  p 6 1 e s  ( C r o p o o -

slt lon), ' t  and other rendertngs lrnp 1y tha same thlng: that

g tJ6k  ls  to  be  taken ln  t t s  ex tended mean ing  (apparent ly

f rom the l lcat lon of  the r idgepole et  thc top of  tbe roof)
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as  sone th lng  l l ke  t r t oomos t " ,  nex t remet r ,  t r f a r thes t  l l n l t t r .

But to mak6 gt Jek an ' lextremerr would bc to place l t  in the

rea l r  o f  t he  t t con t ra r l es r t ;  wo  shou ld  then  e roec t  l t  t o  bo

l -nvo l ved  Ln  ' r con t rave rs lon r t .  Bu t  l t  Ls  no t ;  t he  Lao - t zu  sees

l t  oniy as a oolnt  of  t tconvei 'gencerr,  not sn extrsme but e k lnd

of nlCnoint .  l t r l re re i t  oceurs Ln cirapten !8,  for exanrple '  the

con tex t  pe r i i t s  us  to  t rans la te  l t  qu i t e  conc re te l y :

Oalamity is what good fortune Ieans a8alnst;
Good. f  ortu,re 1s 1. Ihat calanl ty rests upon.
l . /ho knows their  rLdgepole ?+)

t lot  their  ' f  comblesrt  (Duytrga4ak,,  nor thelr  t rul t l rnate resul tstr

/ T l n  . " r r l q n . r \  n . r n  r . t o  l  a r r t  q  r l l r n r r z ' n l t  r  l r r r t  s l n r n l w  t h e l n  
' l n i d c e -

\ r J r r r  : q u q r r e  / ,

oo le r r  ,  t ho  o lace  where  the .y  nee t ,  one  r r l ean lng  aga lns t ' t  t ho

otb .er ,  the  o ther  ' r res t lng  u :on ' r  1 t ,  thus :

There could scarcel . I  be a nore vlv ld inage than thls for ex-

p ress lng  the  re la t l onsh lD  bo t l . i een  the  con t ra r l es  l n  Lao - t zu t  s

thought:  t l :ey cennot be concelved apart  f rom each other,  end

the ke'r  to ulderstandlng t ' rer I les ln nei ther extrene'  but

ln thelr  juncture.

The o ' renlnq rhrase of  chapter  16,1fr t1r ,  ^o",  t rans-

l a to rs  render ,  1 : r  e f foc t ,  ' ta t ta in  the  u tnos t  po ln t  o f  e rno t l '

ness ' t .  The thought  l s  vague,  and thus  eas l l y  ass lml lab l -e  to

the  usua l  v lew tha t  s€6s  Lao- tzu  as  a  t l r r rys tLcr t  r  and r rmyst ic lsmrr

as sonething hary and nebulous. Eiut egaln we may susDecr Lso-

tzu of being rnuch more concrete then he ls given credlt for;



I

1 t

what fol lows ln thls chaDter conf l lTls the susolcl-on:

The nyr lad thlngs nlse up together;
r  t ] ' raFF.hw contenclatb thetr  fa l I lng
:  " : ' - n l " r
D a c K . ' r v

Agaln ,  ln  conJunct lon  w l th  the  r ldgepo le ,  we have a  s ta te -
l ,  . ,

ment  concern l rg  cont ra r ies ,  1 lnked to  the  ooen ln3  ohrase+ l

by the woraf i ,  ,  rr therebyri ,  whlch rnos! translators conven-

len t1 ;  over look ,  "By ' t  1 . rh3 t :  I f  l t  1s  by  r ra t ta ln6ng t i le  u t -

most  ro ln t ' t ,  no th i . rg  varv  ' rec ise  1s  conveyed;  bu t  l f  l t  i s

by  " reacn lng  t i r e  r l dge f  016 ' r ,  . t he  p l c tu re  1s  c lea r :

The  bes t  po ln t  f o r  l l a t ch ing  the  " r l s l ng  uDr r  and  ' r f s l l l ng

backrt  of  th in-qs ls not at  sorno dlstant extrsme but at  the

I t r i dge :o le ' r  r l gh t  above  and  be tween  then ,  where ,  l t  seems ,

t h e y  b o o  " c o n v e r g e " . [ B

3 . ttre val1ey

Yet another lnage borrnd up wLth 'rconvergencerr, as w€

have seen ln chaoter 28, ts the rrval ley't  1; lruk, together

with the r??avlnert '4 ' ;  
U, tug. the obvlous nf cture \a_,,/  sug-

< e +

gests  an  lnver ted  t i r ldgeoo ler r  wh lch  l -s ,  c lear ly ,  a  p lace  o f

ttconfluencert.  But to go beyond thess observatlons would lead

us lnto realns outslde tho provlncc of thls essay; the rrval-

'1  ewr t  ^  esnec i  a ' l ' 1w ln  l t s  connect ron  r i th  the  t t femaler r  (see  chs  '
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6,  28 ,  51) ,  deser .ves  and requ l res  a  seoara te  oxamlnat lon  o f

lt s o'rrn .

W6 have tr ied to demonstrate thus far that the l tpolnt

of convengencert ln varlous for.rns--the I-nfant, wator, pl lancy,

tho  r iCgepo le ,  the  va11ey- - ls  a  maJor  theme ln  the  Lao- tzurs

treatrnent of the contrarles. f t  ls a klnC of nrr ldp olnt between

them occuoled by the Tao l tseLf and by t lre man oorfect ly ln

accord wlih the Tao, the rrsagert;  l t  ls the polnt ln whlch

the n;.r iad things ult imately converge; 1t lE the place whenco

the contrarLes nay be tr c ontelp latedrl  ,  even Itoverco:nert .  Jt

1s ,  ln  fac t ,  the  o lus lve  r renot inessr i  o r  no th ingness"  wh ich

stands at the center of Leo-tzu? s thought, as we shal- l  now

attenmt to show.
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1. Bm-ptl-ne ss as an Extreme : ExLlr-ustlon

In th€ usual uaderstandlng of the word, both ln Engllsh

and Ch lnese,  "e r lo t lnossr r  has  a  cont : ra rY,  t r fu l lnessn;  bu t  l f

this kind of er ' .rot iness, an extreme, Ls wha t Lao-tzu has l-n

rnl-nd when ho speaks of l t ,  al l  that we have saLd on the 'rmld-

noLntrr as the ult imate goal of hls thought ls set at nougbt.

But ln fact thls ls not what he has ln nlnd.

L r e s D a c e  e n t r e  I e  c l e l  e t  l e  t e r r o ,
cormne LI ressenble h r:n souff let de
f o r g e t  V t d d ,  1 1  n r e s t  p a s  6 p g 1 s 6

( guy-vendak) .+'
)- r''

mn bo ' rcnnt i  p , . r t t  7  1s not  the sane as to be ' rex l tausted ' r  r  1*r  t'  J b t  L e

r iaxhaustlon" hur"l .  evAdently rrenlotylng'r carr led to an er-

t rene;  t t  i s  an  exanDle  o f  the  ' r€xcossr r  (wr1ch can be  c8 . r -

r ied in elther dlrect ion) agalnst which Leo-tzu frequontly

c n r : t i  o n s :  ) U  t  t  i  q  p g - a 1 v  i : h o  n r n { : n o r . y  o f  t h e t  t o o  g r e e t  r r f u 1 I -

| ' 1

ness l t  Lao- tzu  oqua l ly  abhors . ) l  Cognates  o f  /e  k r  Jw€t  l i ke -

wise reveal- t i re ldea of rrgolng to an €xtremetr, rrgolng to the

endu | /- ;r  l ,  Jwet, t rernel  -  abp,nconrr:  =Tr and l i i r .  kt  1wet.  nstoc
,  e _ ,  

- - - -  , a l 1 t  - T  '

soeak lng ,  cease ' r ;  , l  kwet ,  ' rexhaust ' t ;  even f , f r  g t  Jwet ,  "c rg

out r '  (a11 the  way,  hence: )  r rho la ' r ;  ' ,7  
k twet r  r rcave,  ho1e" .

The e tynon I ,  / ,  iwe t ,  
' rgo  ou t ,  en l t ' r ,  l s  l t se l f  used severa l

t lnes  1n  the  Lao- tzu  to  suggest  a  go lng  too  fa r ,  hence be-

corning exhausted.

Sans sor t l r  de  1a  por te ,  conna l t ro  le
monCot . . .  P lu .  on  so ! !  lo tn ,  rno lns  on
connalt (Duyvendak).
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Jt ' . res r^ 'he n intel l lgence and know-
I e c 1 e  a : p e a r e C  [ 1  . e . ,  c e m e  o u t  a n d

\-
exS.aus te d the:rselv6Q

Tha- t  t he  Crea t  r . r t i f Lce  began  (Watey ; .

l : '  one  uses  i t  : ' ; 1e  1sg - '  ,  l t  t s
! r a w . . o , , : 1 -  i 1 - . 1  a  r , . i "  t  o * , ' r  ) 4 '

u . ! " r s  \ ' ; G r e ! v r .

Ls .o - t zu  i n  nu rne roug  o the r  con tex ts  sDeaks  o f  t rexheug-

t l on ' r  as  an  ex t rene  tha t  l s  t o  be  avo lded :  no t  t o  be  ' r ex -

h a r r q f  n r i ' l  h p  a  l ' " - o r r a  n o c o z ' , i e  o q  q n r n o t h J n c '  v c F i r  r n r t . h  t c r  h o  r i e -

s i r e i .

I ler.e the r-ord used * et- ,cjea,
):.

c o : : - . : e  f i .  r j e d ,  ' t r e s t "  ( r e a  c h

' rarr1-ve, attain'r , nir l l '  ^nu'\ ' ! ,7.".,

q : - c r ' l - i . - , 1 - . ' t q r ' r p l  l S  m O S t

use is  un l - : ' r :a : :ed"  ( t1 "1ey , .55

"Dec l l ned r r  i . s

-  i . . A  r -  ' l + r - - ^ - -
: r . l  

" r 4  
' , ,  t / , l _ !  u t r

' r  a ' r h o r r  < i  f  {  n {  c h  a n { ' i  n c  l  - ' r  .

t : i
end of movement )  :  l^Zi-

' ' \ : 1

ed,  r rs lgh ' t  (exnet  T t re

cr I la.i

n o v ' f  a n t ' l  T  a  ^ - t r r !  < q r r q

breath)

' t c s

\ 4 ,  t -

J{ere we have f i ' x  ! ,J .9 ,  " fu-
- r o  l F  r l a . r r - . :  a r - l n  , - , n n n  a r r t ' t .  ^ / \ q , . \ o y r a  r ' i i  

' - r  
t o a  l r z r r l  n  f ' c -J g r r  ,  r r o .  , c : "  u  t  r  u ! r r ,  ' a v  !  r 1  r q v  ,

cor,re s' ' . ,oi1ea" ,  , '*{r ar,a i i . / l  br . iad. rtdle. falI  down, k111, des-e, ,e  
J .  l__{ i t

t r oy ' '  .  Tn  tne  same chap te r  he  sa j r s  o f  I ' r . r ha t  1s  r : os t  f u l1 r r ,
<A  . r ^!r i ts use r , r j . l i  never fai1" (  I ' Ia le y) , ' "  using 

' f r i  
gr  jpng, ' t  ex-

t : ' e rne ,  reduced  to  ex t :enA ty ,  . ove r t y r t ;  t he  word  occu rs  aEa in

ln  cha l te r '  5 :  "  t he  fo rce  o f  wc rds  ! s  soon  soen t ' t  1 , ^ l a tey t  .  57

f i  r ias l rhen the ' i reat ' . ray decl i red
Thai hu- ' ran l r ln iness and moral lpF arose

1 - ,1a le f  )  . "

o  j r v {d ,  ' !  cas t  as lde ,  cease ,  f a11 r t  ;  comra re

- r ^ ^ ^ r - l r
U L l U r  J . o i J L l E t  l ' I - t U U L ,  .

ChaDte r  39  l s  a  ve r l t a i l e  t ou r -de - fo rce  o f  l nages  o f  ex -

h a u s t l o n :



] , trere l t  not for thelr hoLlness, the
solr l ts $rould soon wllher awey- (I^Ia1ey) .59

t - / -  t  a
a'., 'a7'r :  .?a;l  hJlt ,  ' rcease, dl sslpaterr ;  compare ' l  ' .9, k t  Jad,

I  | ! ? -

' rwi ther

r r d r l e d

.l - +t^ ^

2h,* ,  J^ t ,  "go  away" ;  )  $
u n " ;  J $  g r  j a t ,  t t e x h a u s t ,

nex t  l ine :

!:!L!, 
rrthlrstyrt and I 'Jat,

dry out'r. The latter appears

61

r? ext lngu l sh,

Were l t  not for t i r l  s replenlshnegt, the
abyss would soon go d::y ( lValoy).ou

Were l t  not that the ten thousand crea-
tr:re s ca.n bear their klnd,

Tbey would soon become oxtlnct (tr faley) .

rrSxi lnct ' t  :  i  njat;  con:ere l ts etymon f i [  funJ"rat,

de strovtr .

l iere the barons and orlnces no longer
d i  v ' a a l " n n o  ^ f  { ' h a {  n  n a n n l  a  o r r , . i  f , . \ F

that reason honored and exalted,
thev would soon be overthrown (Waley). 62

It overti:ror.rn" : !fl, UJwlt,

Itnull up, aig out"; ff

? 8
2 -  t

r r - r r ' t ' l  r rn .  tcar .  r r - r ' t  :  g66pg3e- i {2g,  jwet ,! u : f  q v ,  
,  

.  
/ 4 } - -

kr JwAtl  
nbreach, openlng'r  ( throuqh

trn:sh past, ovortakert.  I : t  occurs agal-n

it  d.esc:: lbes the progresslvo nloslngrt of

wh lch  soneth ing  ex l ts )  and g t  Jwat ,  ' rexcavate t r .

Aga ln,

Those that ta:noer wtth l t , I tne under.
heavenl ,  ha rzn l t  (Waley) .oJ

t tT{u t ro" :  ; . -_  b lwad,  r rsoo1 l ,  ru ln ,  be  ru lnedr r .  Th is  sentenco 1s

para11e1 to  r r those tha t  g rab  a t  l t ,  lose  l tn  (Watey ;  .61+ ' r1 ,ose"  : - !

y'Jlt; conroare i1ft a3pt, r rescaDe,  ns t l re r r ;  )R  d j i t ,  ? rgusb fo r th ,
' l  

a t  
' l  

^ ^qa r l  .

ln chaoter
/ ?

the  1se .  o9

d J l t ,

where



" j,{i s

: h, . r

. ' lna ] -  I l l  r

' . ' l ra  b  i s  :nos t  : : r fec t  seerns  tg ,have
sonet i : ing  r i ss lng  (  . . ya1ey . )  .  oo

s l r :c ' r :  ?*  k '  Jwat :  c f ,n :a re  j *  . lwat ,  "d lg

k lwat ,  l roDen a  passage and lead fo r th  a

rnade in a di .kerr

: . / e  ha - te  de l l be ra te fy  g i ven  nea r l y  a  comp le te  ca ta log  o f

|  ^  . i * 6  : r a - L r . r c f  J . l n  l n  o i r t g p  t o  S h O 1 . I  C o n C l . ) -L 4 \ J - r J 4 L |  D  ! 1  l d P , s i :  U -  - . \ : ! a ! r J U l . v r r  '  l r r  v r r

s l ve l ; I  t ha t ,  r vhe rea .s  Lao - t zu  va lues  ' r empt iness r r  he  does  no t

u : : i e r - l and  l t  ss  an  ex i : e re ,  Fn  exhaus t l on ,  a  l ack ;  and  to

l o i n i  o u t  a  n o s t  l n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t :  w i t h  o n e  e x c e a t i o n  ( g t j 6 n g )

a l l  t : r cse  word .s  ha?e  f i na l  -C  o r  - t .  f t  l s  qu i te  , rn " t " ,  *

i ac t ,  : : a t  t r e  f  i r : , e l  Cen  ba l  s to r  l n  A r  cha l c  C l : l : r ese  d lC ,  i n

nan : r  e3 .ses ,  ex l ress  sc rne th ing  l l ke  the  i dea  o f  r r s topp ing ,  go -

I  r :  l n  i : ' r c  o " T F  ' - i  n o  l J  t - l r  .  n n p  n n r r ' l  d  q r t * r ' l r  ^  F ^ ^ / r
u - r v  v . - + ,  -  ! - ,  r r !  v , y

n r r  I  n t ! t . t  ^ r , + { .v * w t  v u 4 J  v u v  ,

s t reem,  open lng

exs . rTo ies  ' rhere  th is  i s  so- - fo r  examole ,  $  tsJwet ,  t t f ln ish ,

t r ess r r ;  c r  - ra r l ous  c  o innon  worc ig

f - r - - ' i
?  , i l d .  . :  d ' e d .  t  d ' d t .  F o r

- = -

c i i e "  a n c  i t s  i e r i ' . ' a t i v e s T ?  t s J r + e C ,  " d r i n k  t o  t h e  f u 1 I ,  C r u n k ' r :

1  ; ' r  l ' . ' o ' .  ' t o w \ c r . c f  a d
v - r - ! u q J U e s t

I

l #  d r ,  , jwed,  ' r  f  a t lgue ,  d i  s -
I f ------:-'

n f  ' l a r F J  v i  n l ' l l  r l r . A q C h l  n c .  l , n t l  .

our oresent purpose, how-

re levant  fo r  o lac lng  in  la r -e v e r ,  t h i s  s u q c ' e s t i l n  i s  n r a ! n 1 y

r i , ; a  ^ n a  n a r t i c u l a r

n . t l i t - : l  t . : q t  n l  o - i q  q  f t o  i ^ l .  r o ] e

z ' c q  n h i  n r  t h a  a n r r  n f  t h a  " r ' o o t h

kind of  rrexheust lonlr  or n f  1-

ln the thought of  the 1,ao-tzu:

to ta l  e ro l ra t lon .



l l

Several of the words dlscussed above obvlously involve

t h i s  n o t i o n :  n o t e  t ?  '  ) -re oer,-val,.ves or. f{-, "f.f,^nat'i*y:1,
rrs lghrt  (and the Shuo Ven says tho etnnon {  means , 'be-Ich,,) ;

/\-)
and  th€  cogna tes  

" f  f * ,  
' : i  hJwa t ,  r rwheez€n ; j {  k twa t ,  r f a re -

we lL  words ' !  ( g i ven  a t  one  r  s  r r l as t  b rea th r t? )  .  C l_ose ly  cogna te

ls th-e usual word for 
.ttbreathtt t 912 (now the ausnent ed,/it \ ur 1ed.-l ) t! Jttt),

r,rt th 1t s Ce r iva.t lve s ,/'--: . . . ..-,'- .- {  q l9q ,  "  s lgh ' r  i  iT ,kJeb,  r r fLn lsh ,  ceaser r I;  tr  L I<J9E
'  
, '2 lnJet,  r rwater drylnq uptt  .  l tspeaklngrt  1s also a klnd of

exsn i ra t i . on ,  and  Ln  fac t  t he  words  o f  r t speak lng ' t  do  seem to

be lcng  to  th i s  g rou -D :  ? ' , ' ]  g jwea ,  , t say ,  t e11 ,  ca l1 r t  ( conp r ru  , t i l

k t  j r € d , ' r s i g h t t ) ; , . r  g j w i t ,
\.-...:' ' say" .  
i  np-  jon  and ;  gJwan,  the

t r . ro other : r I -ncipal  words of  r t  saylng' t  ,  have a nasal l  zed ver-

slon of  the dental  f ina1. Frorn these we nay deduce a root

so rne th lng  I l ke  - ; rG .J l i (T \ ,  r rexha len  ( to  the  end )  ,  a  sound  ev i_

dent ly l ro l tat ive of  ex-:uls lon of  alr  f rom the mouth, the den-

te l  f Lna l  ex r : : ess ine  tbe  end ,  t he  ' r f l na l l b t r r . -  :  o4  the  nove -

nen t ,  Pe rha rs , - - t o  re tu r : r  f l na11y  f ron  rh l - l o logy  to  ph l l oso -

.hy--ai l  of  tb ls was soneb.ow 1n the baclr  of  Lao-tzur s mlnC

r.rben he develoceC his ldea of the hanx of ! t  speaklngrt  :  | t  ls

ano t ! ' . e r  case  o f  t ha t  co ln l  t o  an  ex t re rne  wh lcn  l s  ' t aqa l r s t

Tao" .  Let us turn no\.r  to this ldea.

fhe wcrd 1ao-tzu r,rses for n soeaklnetr ls ? ng j ln .

couf.se, thl s lnnediately s ss. ls to throw a

thes is  o f  f lna l  -d  o r '  - t  as  ind lca t ive  o f

ccn t lnue.n t  -n  i s  cer ta ln lv  less-suLted  to

rnrr.enCh ln ouT

!r6'lha.1ttya... ! .

excr, :  s s thls

hy-oo-

+ .L^



34

r ' . q  l . 4 r  s a c r r l n c r  t o  l n t r o d u c e a no te  o f  inde f ln l teness  ( l f  t t

Eiut ln fact ngJin ls ln-has any sement ic funct lon

Ce f ln l t o  l n  t he  Lao - t  zu :

not always be an extrerne.

m h o Y r a  o t  a  Y l o  q a a r o q
I r a e r v  G r v  v e J r s - r ! v ,

dedly agalnst t r  spe aklngrr  :

sceak lng "  ; '  I  and

always a faul t r  l t  need

a t  a 1 I ) .

1 t  i s  no t

i t  l s  tme,  where  Lao- tzu  ls  Cec l -

he oreaches trthe doctr ine of not

Those who kno',r do not speax; AA
Tlrose who s:eak Co not know (Wa1ey1 '"-

r r r l t  s r r r .c lv  th i  s  i s  naradox lca l ;  we sha l1  have to  ask ,  l l ke

Po Chii- lE8fiow Lao-tzu r 'ras able to trspeak'r f lve thousand' words

on the  v l r tue  o f  no t  soeak lngr t .  Th ls  panacox  ls ,  a t  bo t tom,

one wl-th that of such notions as nactlonlr and nful lnegs'r

( '"rhich we sha1l short ly exanlne), and ls qulte easi ly exolalned

by ihe fact t l - la.t  there are, for Lao-tzu, two klnds of trspeak-

ingr!,  as thero are tvro kl-nCs of rract lonr? and two klnds of

" fu l lnessr r ,  one gcod and ono bad- -or ,  to  bo  more  prec ise ,  one

e-rtrene and. one noderate. For 1ao-tzu describes the vlrtue

L . \

o f  t t qooC ' r  (o r  ' !  sk l11 f , r l ' r  )  s l eak lng ,  b9  and  o f  " va lu l -ng  speak -

l . c r ' r ' lO  an r l  t he  kev  to  the  mean l "ng  o f  t hese  ph rases  l l es  i n
!  r r :  ,

the fact that rtmuch sreakl-ng l-s soon exh-austedrr I  a--where the

connection with the Ldea of carrylng the breath to an extreme

ls made cl-ear by the context, !n whlch thl- s ptrrase fol l-ous the

oassage on the bel1ows, rtemptled but not exhausted '  Trulyr

rt to soeak 1lt t le 1s to be spontenoousn 72--gn6 ' '  
spontaneityl t

ls a qual i ty of the \ao.73



I f  t"ro have had a great deel to say on the subJect of

I texhaust ionr ' ,  1 t  1s  fo r  the  seme reason we ear l le r  d . l scussed

the  r rcont ra r les"  1g  some dota l I  (and t?exhaust lon t r  l s ,  1n

fac t ,  one o f  the  t rcon t ra r les" ) :  Ln  order  to  d lscover  what

Lao- tzur  s  goa l  l s  we nus t  f lnd  ou t  what  l t  l s  no t ,  whe. t ,

indeed,  l s  the  ch le f  obs tac le  to  l t .  And,  Jus t  as  we saw

earl ier that the rerneCy to entenglement Ln the novement of

the contrarl-es was a rrturnl-ng backrl  and rtconvergencert in a

klnd of rrmldpolnf, ' r ,  we sha1l see now that the antl<iote to

breathlng al l  the way to 'rexhaustlonn Lg a holdlng back, as

lt  were, of the breath, a gentler breathLng that lead.s to

another  k ind  o f  "midoo ln t r r ,  a  D lece  o f  r rba l_ance ' r  (wh lch  ls

aga in  a  k lnd  o f  r rco ln t  o f  convergencer t ) .

2 .  Enot iness  as  a  po ln t  o f  ga lance:
Falnt ExrDlrat lon

r rSoeak lng  l l t t le r t  (o r  n few wordsr r ) ,  es  we have Jus t  seen,

ls ,  1n  Leo- tzu t  s  eyes ,  the  pro le r  way  o f  speak lng ;  1e t  us  t ry

to f lnd out Just what klnd of speaklng thls ls.

+ hj€r rnost comnonly means It few, rare, thlnnedrr, oc-

cas lona l l y  [ceaser r .  1^ Iha  t  l s  the  roo t  o f  these no t lons? The

Archaic pronunclatton leads us to susDect klnshlp wlth the

-:-c, l-E (T ) ' tsxhale{ fanl l-y, and d.erlvattves 11ke *4 inJer, , ,sob,
(^ .  / /Jl / \

moantr I ,j1*n trJ e::' , \*nnl .o, frg: : 'nt lng ot pfgs,, ; f f i  ,  , , "rro;" ;  ,na411
/ t  l t  " t '

rrchuckler '  (both Fandarln hsl;  not ln Ker. lgren), strenethen



the susolcLon. The susplcLon Ls confirrned by 1ao-tzur s o.nn

use of the r.rord: of sLx oecurrences,

'r  soeaicing'r or ' t  soundlngrr I  and, lest

these as mere coi-ncldences, we f iust

th ree)  o f  those cases  we ar6  fo rced

fLve are connected wlth

we be tenrpted to dlsrnlss

note that ln two (perhaos

by the context to glve

rrunusupl 'r  renderings of [ .Jer:,  render. ings whlch seen nost na-

tural l -y to ccne under the heading of ' rbreathlngrr .

The re  1s ,  f o r  exa r to lo ,  t he  ce lob ra ted  ooen lng  oassage  o f

charter l l i :

Becsuse the eye gazes but can catch no
g l l i nDse  o f  i t ,

I t  i s  ca l1ed .  e lus l ve .
Because  t l t e  ea r  L l s tens  bu t  canno t  hea r '  l t ,
I t  l s  ca l I ed  the  ra re f l ed .
Secause the hand feels for.  l t  but cannoi

f  I  n r l  |  +; : - r e  !  v ,  
1 J ,

I t  l s  ca11sd t i re  ln f lnL tes ina l  ( : . Ia1ey)  . ,+

The con iex t  nere  fo rces  a l l  t rans la to rs  to  renCer  hJer  some-

thing l ike trLnaud.ible" or rtsoundlessn, an r:ni.erstanding of

t ire wor.d t:rat seens to give the 6hlnese conrnentators no dif-

f icult t  bui whicn is certainly pocul lar, evan sornewhat far-

f  etched, i f  the word other' ,r lse ls always rrraro, fow, thlnned'r .

]- Ialey t s lrraref iedtt mlght seem to connect the two meanings

for  Eng l ish  ears ,  bu t  i t  Coes  no t  ge t  to  the  roo t  o f  the  prob-

len; rrrarstt  ( ' ! thl ,nnedtt) has nothlng to do wlth anythlng audl-

b Ie .  Duyvendak t rans la tes  aohoner r  on ly  because fo rcod to ,

but he f lnds the renderlng ndoubtful ' t .  I f ,  howover, !J.91 1",

as  we th j .nk  l t  l s ,  a  k lnd  o f  . .ex tpka t lonr t ,  1 .e . ,  r fa in t  : .

exolrat i .onrr or evsn rr.rhl slerlngrr ,  thls Dassage b€coneg c1ear,



and 1 t  i s  no t  d i f f l cu l t  to  exDla ln  the  ex tended sense o f  hJ€r

as  t r f a ln t l y  o resen t " ,  I t aud lb le  on l y  he re  and  the re r !  ) t t r a re ,

f ewrt . l Je r  ln  chapter  14  1s ,  tbus ,  no t  abso lu te ly  ' tLnaudL-

blet t  ,  but rr  scarcely,  f  atnt ly audlbletr  ,  r r th l  spor- 11ke'r  .

1.J i ih this ln m1nd, let  us look agaln at  the r t few wordsrr

Lao - t zu  r ra i ses  1n  chac te r  21 .  T t  l s  c lea r l y  l n tendod  to

ccnf,rast  ' , r i th t ' i ' re fol1owl:r8 c l-ause 3 "a hurr icane never lasts

a l . rhole nor l lnq' t  (Waf ey).75 The r thurr lcanerr (or nwhir lwlndf l  )

rec resen ts  excegs  o f  aL r ,  ' r f ew  words r l  a  modera te  amoun t ;  1s

i t  not then l ikely that Ipo-tzu had somethlng rnore concrete

1n rn i  nd  t .F i  ' t  i ' a r , r {  so  re thJ  r r t  "n1116 '1  
1kc  r fa in t t l  Of  

' rwh lS-
+ v w  t  e ! ' r v

ceredr r  words  (o r  ' t  speak lng"  )  ?

Such an i :r iemretat lon 1s mandatory ln chapter 111, wher.e

t rans la to rs  do  no t  hes l ta te  to  render  | t c rea t  mus ic  has  the

fa in tes t  no tes t t  (11a1ey1 .  lo  qere  we dLsagnee w l th  then on ly

r h r a s e s  1 1 k e i t G r e a t  f o r n  l a c k s

unders tood,  no t  as  an  adverb  or

t i ve  verb :  r r l rea t  tone rn lh lsoerg

over  the  svn tac l i ca l  f r rnc t ion  o f  hJer ;  par .a11e l1sm wl th

shapenTT: requ i res  l t

adJec t lve ,  bu t  as  a

l ts  sound.  n

rrsoeaking'r,  noihing forces us to translate them as anything

but tr. fer,r ' r ;  but, ln the l lght of the three pr:evlous passaqes,

the tenntatlon 1s strong to understand thern more concretely.

As  fo r  the  doc t r ine  o f  no t -sDeek lng . . .

Jn t l1o tvro ot irer occurrences of hJer ln connectlon wlth

to be

trans i-

The, ' l . '1der-h^avRn cone s up to L+
WIIL snerrnE. I  v



For 1s not whls.erlng the next best thlng to not sDeaking

a t  o  l 1  
"

] . ,1y  sDeech ls  very  easy  to  u lders tand. . .
but nobody ln the under-heaven 1s able
to  unders tand 1 t . . .  Now i !  i s  on ly  bc-
cause Shey have no r.rndsrstanding fof nry
sreech' l  that thev do not undersian'd me.
Those i .r iro- '  understand me lhence rtry speec]i
whl. srer 

-for 
t i rnt ls how'I speatJ .  79 l

But whet has al l  this, however cogent l t  nay or may not

to  do  w i th  ' remct lness t r?  The answer  Ls ,  s l rnn ly ,  tha t  Lao-

aonarently sees i tenrotlnessrr 1n ter:ns of breathlng. The

ln the Lao-tzu most conltnonly tnanslated trerrpt lness't  is

hJo, whlch ls one of a grouo of word.s closely related to

sone ot l t€r

Derlvat ive s

and

tzu

word

/u-!r

the *G.I3 (T) rrexhalerr  farnl I_v,  wl th vocal ic f  lnal ;  nany of then

are sl:npLy onomatoooetic exclamatlons, others 1n

way ere bound uo with the l i ,ea of t te:rtp lrat l  orrn .

o f  h jo ,  fo r  exaro le ,  tu . , r " " t , f i  hJo ,  r ts lgh ,  sob , r ;

I tb1or . r ,  exha le ' r  .  Cognates  lnc lude f  gJwo,  noh,  a1as ,  sLghr ' ;

cf tr jwo, (sarne) i  
l i  gjwo, rtreed organn i  o-Q UJu, , ,ex]ra1e,

brea the  on ,  c ry  ou t " ;  j -  g ro  ( f lna l  par t l c le  o f  exc la rna t i -on)

€ l  o ,  r r c a l l  o u t ' r ; . p n  n o , t t s h o u t r r ;  , f u  a n a  + / , i . o ,  u o h r , l

I lJo thus seens to be ' tenpty tn the sense of rr e;1;pipsdn

or  r rde f la ted" ;  and t ju t  Lao- tzu  hs .s  tb ls  ln  n lnd  ls  c lear .

frorn his use of hlo ln chapter ! ,  where, as we savr, the be1_

rr  emotied (  def lated) bur not exhausted. ' r  lhe rrernptyt t

not total  d.ef lat lon; com-not the comoletely empty,

5
llf

lows was

ls tlius

pared  w i th  p  r  Jwe t , t ?exhaus ted ' r ,  l - t  1s  ' t de f l a t l on r t  up  to  e  ce r -



ta ln  oo ln t  on ly ,  I t  l s ,  we may specu la te ,  1 lke  hJer ,  a

' r  fa  {  n t  exs iJ  Fe  i : J  ^n ' r  one thg ' t

t oo  fa r ,  t o  ' r exhaus t l on r r  
I  and

hJo ,  t oge the r  w l th  the  I t f a ln t r r

res t ra lns  l t seL f  f rom go lng

lndeed the vocal lc f lnal of

- r  (o r  -s ;  there  ls  some doubt

as  to  th is  f1na1 ln  Archa lc  Ch lnese)  o f  hJer ,  mey have been

qu l te  consc ious ly  used by  Lao- tzu  es  a  cont ras t  to  the  too

'taudlble'r - t  of k t  jwet and the rnany other words of t t ' t { .nal- '

1ty".  Do we go too far In detect lng here agaln a movement

to a kind of  rnld.dl-o polnt ,  a rrmoderaten breatblng as an ant l -

Co te  to  to ta l  r rexa r l - ra t l on r r?  Lao - t ru  h lmse l f  sugges ts  1 t

when he concludes his chapter on the bel lows wLth

l luch sDeal( l -nq , l - ,  e.  ,  ex-oulslon of  al : f
s oon exhaus t sl- q.,,'

I t  l s  be t te r  t o  i r eeD to  the  n ldd le . " v

fs this a k inC of corninentary on tho l lne ndef lated but not

6xhaus ted r r?  J f  
' t r ucn  soeak lng ' r  I s  a  k l : : d  o f  ' r exhaus t l ng " ,

Ls I tkeeplng to the rnldCle" somehow bound up wlth rrdef lat lngrr  ?

In  fact ,  a  der lva i ive or  $  I :J .Q-g,  
r r l l ldd ler t ,  f  .  i f  d 'JQng,

r roal r  ran l  a*at r  "  word cract lCal ly  synonymous wl th hJo,4 J  - )  "

' rdeflatert;  and !n vLor.r of the fact that we are not at al l

sure r.rhl ch worCs ln the orLglnal text of the Lao-tzu were

augnrented. by deterrr lnatives, we cannot be certain that Lao-

tzu  d ld  no i  nean here  r rkeep to  the  deo le le r t .  Eu t  1 t  l s  per -

hans  nor "e  I i kc lw-  J f  we bear  ln  mind  t i re  o f t t lnes  ln ten-

t ional arnb igul ty of the auihorr tbat he meant both. In chao-

te r  \2 ,  fo r  exarq : Ie ,  we fLnd:
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Th6 nyrlad thlngs bear on thel l  back _
the  y ln  and en fo ld  the  yang lUreaths l ;

Deolet6-The bre-at[, to effEEf,-a 'bal-ance'

.  be tween the. ' l_ .  er

I ler le a'rbalance'r (a klnd of ' rmldpol6lt t  
)  is the result of rtd.e-

: le t lonr r ;  i s  no t  t re  t rdeo le t ionr t ,  then,  a  k lnd  o f  ' tmodora-

t lon ' r - -a  ' rb r ing lnq  to  a  n tdpo ln t {?  The seroe  arnb lg r l t v  ex ls ts

1n chepter l1!,  where a se eralng l tdeplet lonrt ,  Just as with the

bell-ows, Ls not carr l-eC to tho ool-nt of trexhaustl-on" .  82 ba.t

l t  nay  jus t  as  we l l  bo  a  seemlng r rmldoo in t? t  tha t  1s  no t  car -

r ied  to  an  ex t rene (o f  exhaust lon) .  gnd 1n  chepter  I  the  1ao

1 s  s e e n  a s  ' ' d e : I e t e , , ,  y e t  n o t  t o  b e  r r f l l l e d n ; 8 4  o r  a l t e r n a -

t lvely as a rrmidpoint ' r  (and ln fact  the f fo- shang-kung connen-

i r -
t a rT  equa tes  f  w i th  f  i n  U t ' t f  

"  
case )  t ha t  l s  no t  t o  be  ca r -

r i ed  to  the  ex t rome (o f  f l I l t ng ) .

Af te r  a l l  th ls  has  been saLd,  l t  renra lns  to  ask  the  ob-

vious questi .on: r.rhat does i t  rnean to say that ' rdeflat lonn (or

'rdenletLonrt 
) ls a t tml-Coointrt  or | tbelsncort ? To answer thls we

rn:st return to a oassage we have already examlned. ln another

ccntext, which we nay now translate, '?gttain the r ldgepolo of

fa ln t  exro l ra t lonr r  (no te  tha t  bere  r r fa in t  sx lo l ra t lonr t  as

lead lnq  to  a  ' rn idpo ln t ' r  rece ives  a  nogt  exp l l c l t  express lon)  ;
l t the nyriad thlnqs r lse up tog€the", f  t i rereby contemplate

thei-r fal l lnq back, " fn thls context rrr lsing uprt and trfa11Lng

ba.ckr r ,  whatever  o ther  mean lng  thoy  oossess ,  have a t  leas t  an

overtone of rr lnsnLrationr! and 'r  exlp lrat lonrr ;  and the r lr ldge-
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polo of falnt exrclrat lonrr Ls thus the poLnt between them:

that momentary oolnt of balance, when exfplnatlon 1s con-

oleted and lnsnlrat lon not yet legun, when there l-s no breath

a t  a l l  .  TL r l s  l s  o rec i se l v  t he  oo ln t  o f  r remot lness r r  l n  t he

f t  rnay be suscected t] :at what we have been dlscussing

sounds very rnuch l ike a kind of breath control;  and Ln fact

le te r  Tso ls ts  d id  deve lop  a  ra ther  e labora te  t ' yoga" ,  lnvo l -

v ing ,  a rnonq o ther  th I : rgs ,  a  r rso f t  b rea th lngr r .  I t  t s  ln te r -

es t ing  tha t  ne i ther  Waley  nor  Maspero ,  who do  d lscuss  the

subject, has r,ruch +-o say about the ttyoga" of the Lao-tzu.

Yet  thers  a re  sone Dassages tha t  a re  qu i te  e ro l l cL t :  t t con-

centrate t l-re breath'r ln chalter 10 I rrdeolete the breath'r ln

char te r  l+2 ;  t t re  Cef in i t lon  o f  r ts t rength ' r  Ln  chapterSS as

I t the heer . t  e ' ln l  on-J nq t l : re  breath.  u8 '5 
" i r l " i t  

ln  turn makes one

wonder  about  the  r rdo f la te  theLr  hear tsuS6 .1  chapter  J .

lhese, togetl-rer ' .+ith the less obvlous passages on rtwlr isoer-

lngrr and ! ' faint exrrLrat ion'r that we have examined, r.rculd

seen to Drovide a falr ly f i rrn fourrdatlon for s sturiy of the

question, whlch could hardly be pursued, however, without

re fe rence to  the  nore  e labora to  la te r  Tao ls t  descr ip t ions .

But such a study would take us far outslde the bounCs of thls

essay, whi.ch ls concerned. not wlth technLque, but wlth rtphi l-

osoohy"; ano t i  i t  is true uhat the passages we hav€ been
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exanlning do contain references to breath- te chnlque, 1t 1s

Jus t  as  t rue  tha t  they  may be  unders tood,  to  an  ex ten t ,

w l thout  these re fe rences .

1-  ; rn t Jness  as  t lm inuendo :  t he  M ln fu ia l

A11 that we have sald up to thls po1-nt on rrernptlnessrr

l s  bu t  a  o re lude,  as  i t  were ,  to  an  examlnat lon  o f  the  most

lmr-"ortant single word, Derbaps, ln the whole cf th€ Lao-tzu:
'7  

nJwo,  ' tno th inqness ,  to  lackn .  Othor  words  bounc uo  w l th

the  no t ion  o f  r te ro t lness l r - -$Jer ,  r twh lsoer lng ;  h io ,  r rde f la t lonr t ;

i r  i , f i n c  t l d A i 1 a { - i / 1 n | l _ -occur l ."  
"rt-  

no more than a dozen t lmes,

and sornetines ulth l l t t le weieht attached to them; mJwo, on

tire other hand, recurs countless t lmes tbroughout the text,

and always ln a heavi ly charged context. 1t 1s frequently

t j1e one r ' :orC Ln a pP^ ssa.Se upon whlch the : leaning of the wrrole

Dassaqe res ts - -bu t  never  l s  i t  de f lncd ,  never  exo la lned.

Lao-tzu alnost seems to be saylng, nThls ls the one word that

sums ur) what J an talklng about; l f  you understanC 1t, you

know what I  anr te11<lng about; l f  not--wel1, there ls no helo-

lng  you. "  The Ch lnese ccrn inenta tors  g ive  no  more  assLs tance;

![er; rrconrt€nt ' t  on l t  by usine the word l tself ,  a s sr-: :nlng, ap-

rarently, that everyone must know what l t  means. Eiut what

Coes i t  mean?

One Ir1.:' approach the word. from e nurabe r of d!:rectlons;

here. vre sha11 examine 1t ln the 1lght of whet seems to be a
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quL te  consc lous  pa ra l l e lLsm w l th  the  LCea  o f  t t ex lp l ra t l on f l

t ha t  we  have  Jus t  d l scussed .

Lao - t zu  sDeaks  o f  t he  n rLdgepo le  o f  f a in t  ex lp i ra t l on r r r
U-  / -  t -(1 T'.  , :  eleer"l ' r  ne?'al1eI to thls ls the 

'9i 
6-:t t  of chaDter 1.1+,

/u* f  ,r j

whLch,  i r  the  l igh t  o f  what  we had to  ssy  eer l le r  on  the

r r r idgeno le t t ,  shou ld  be  t rans la ted .  no t ,  as  l t  usua l l y  l s ,  the

r r l ln l t lessr r ,  o r  evon ' t tha t  wh ich  hc 's  no  rLdgepo le t r ,  bu t  s lm-

l1y  " the  r l< iqeoo le  o f  no th lngness t r  ( to  use ,  fo r  the  monent ,

a  convent lona l  renCer lng  o f  nJwo) .  Aga ln '  Ipo- tzu  tw lce

(chs .  2 ,  [ ] )  jux taaoses  t r the  doc t r lne  o f  no t  sneak ingr r  and

rrthe benefl t  of non-ac tton" (/6 *- ).  -qnd, as we hav6 seen'
t , ^  a n

n jwo ls  severa l  t lmes cara l le l  to  hJer  1n  chapter  41  :  ' t c rea t

tone whispens i ts sound, great forro lacks shapern etc.

We earl ler used hJer to throw l1ght on hjo; l f  we now

return to our stert ing ooint 1n that undertaklng, chapter {,

we f ind Daral- lel  to l t  a word /ful i  l r : lwgl, '? lnf ini te s lma1" (: . ,ra-

].ey) ,  t l1et bears exactlv the sane re la t lonsh lp ,  phonet ica l l y ,

I t  l s  Jus t  ooss ib le ,  we be-to  mJwo tha t  h je r  bears  to  hJo .

1  i  a r ra  l ' hq  + 1s a  s in l la r  semantLc  re la t ionsb ip  as  we l l  .

In chaoter 111 mJwer, belng trwhat the hand feels for but

cannot  f  i .nd , "  1s  usua l ly  rendered t r in tang ib le ' r ,  Jus t  as  hJer

ls usually rendered 'r inaudlblerr.  But we saw that hJer is more

orecisoly tbe t?fa1nt1y audlblorr;  and in fact mJwer, too, ls

actual ly the tthardly grasoabletr,  t l re rrninute, lnfAnlteslmal 'r .

I t  belongs to a grouD of words that seeins to convey the notlon

there
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branch, t lo,  dlnlntsh, smal l t t  ;  p mjw*n, r?extend.ed.,  long,
t '

s l e n d e r l f  ;  i i  n n r e r ,  ' r s t e n ,  t w l g ' r ;  f l  . n | w e r ,  
n t a l 1 ' ? ;  I

ln the

have rl

end  :ho re t i ca l l y  connec ted  w i th  the  t t hand . r r  
-Z  gJ tg ,  and  thus

geems to  mean  t r ] rave ' r  o r  l r oossess r r  l n  t he  sense  o f  r l hand l l ng r r

o r  r rg raso lnE t r .  Aga in ,  t he  second  cha rac te r  o f  t he  key  ph rase

4, ,4;  t  gt ' r ia,  the graph of which depictg a r thand" leadlng an

"e leohan t r i ,  l s  t i r e  qenera l  wo rd  o f  ' r do lngn  (by  hand) ,  lmak lng ,

a c t i n g ,  e f f e c t i n ; , ' t  o f t e n  w i t h  t h e  c o n n o t a t l o n  l n  T a o i s t

thou;ht of  ! rdoln5 too ruch' t -- lerLraos 
' lhandl lng 

too l ruchlr

(hence  the  de r l va t  i , ve  .1p ,  g l s ,  ' r e f f e lgn ,  a : : t l f  l c i a l "  )  .

Bui let us look now at th6 Dhrase nJwo gwla; thls ls cen-

tral to ihe thought of Lao-tzu, end l f  the meanlng of njso ls

1n

rhl losophy; qulte the contra4r, l t  takss great

the orooer way of ect ing. W€ have seen, l t  1s

the

nrst lnrnedlately

of I  do-nothlngrr

pa lns  to  advLse

true, that to

rn J r^ran g, ! rd lsaooear ,  van ish l r  ( taper  o f f? ) ;  f  r jw"n8,

; ^  m j o q ,  t r s : r a 1 1 ,  n i n u t e ' r ;  t  n J o g ,

' t o w  n j w o  l t s e l f ,  a s  u s e d

assoc la ted  w i th  the  r r t ang lb le r t

lrar-r, lfl g JrIg ,  n sornethlng, to

not  c loar  in  l t ,  l t  i s  no t  l l ke ly  to  be  c lear  anywhere

b o o k .

Tbe comnonDlace renderlng rrnon-act lonn we

r.J le out of  court .  The Leo-tzu 1s not a book

I t b e a r d

we ao onn I

t r u tmos t  end r r .

Lso - t zu ,  Ls  mos t  c lose l y

rr  graslrable rr  .  I t  s con-

,  J.s both graphical-1y



rr tanoer ' r  ( r . Ie ley I  s apt t ranslat lon) with the ulder-hoaven
A '

l - s  t o  r l i n  l t ;  " r  bu t  g  l a  does  no t  a lways  have  th l s  pe jo ra -

tLve  connota t lon .

r rcont ro l  thern ,  bu t  never  lean uDon themtr  (watey l ,BE " ts t r

r,r l thout str lvLngrt ( ' . lateyl ,89 u l t  acts wlthout act!onn (1;a-

1"y ) .90  In  these and o ther  passages r tac tLng ' t  l s  obv lous ly

someth ing  des l rab le ;  and ln  fac t  the  Lao- tzu  on ly  once r :n -

a n r r {  r r r a o  l ' 1  t r  n r o {  o a < t t no t  ac t l ng " ,91  t ; ; "  p reve rba l  ne -

gat lve  requ i . re  s  tb is  t rans la t ion .

than the  ebsence o f  ac t ion ,  nus t  be

1 . l n n .  a n r r  { F  { - h o f  ^ . S e  n  j : v O  n u s t  b e

t h i n q n e s s t r ,  t o t a l  ! t I a c k r t .

Mjwo gw1a, then, rather

a  n o F J : {  a r r " l  n T .  1 r {  n r i  n '  ^ ^

someth1ng € lso than trno-

' !^Ie earl- ler Ciscovered that hJo ruas not total r texhaustlonr!

o r "  r re rnp t lness t r ,  bu t  ra ther  a  reg t ra ined,  fa ln t  ex l l l ra t lon ,

or  t } :e  lo in t  e . t  the  end o f  fa in t  ex fp l ra t lon ;  l s  l t  no t  pos-

s lb le  tha t  mjeo ,  s im i la r l j r ,  i s  a  r r taper lng ,  d l rn ln lsh i i lg r r ,  o r

the rrmininrr  oolnt  at  the end of the D:tocess of  taper ing?

There  l s  e  h ln t  a t  t h l s  l n  cha r te r .  l +8 :  l n  ' r o rac t l s l ng  the

Taor r ,  one  r rdec reases  l t  and  aga ln  dec reases ,  un t l l  he  reaehes

to rn jwo {niat t  i1z the terrrptat lon ls strong to t rans late the

g o a l  o f  t h i s  n r o c e s s  a s  r r m l n L m a l  € f f e c t l n g n ,  1 . 6 . ,  d o l n g  a s

l l t t l e  as  ross ib le  to  ge t  th lngs  done.  And Lao- tzu  sDeeks ,

as  rve  have seen,  o f  the  r rbenef l t  o f  non-ac t lonr r ,  wh lch  we

n igh t  be t te r  render  (s lnce  / ;  "6 .n"1 t " ,  Lncreaser r ,  1s  the

contrary of f ,T ndecreaserr) i ln" ,u""".ent of mlnlmal effect-
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!}rrt  the stronqest argun€nt Ln support of thls under-

standint of rnJwo ls the pldl-osophy of chepters 63 and 64.

Ahacter  63  ooens A ' i ' a  ,  wh lch  we are  apoarent ly  to  under -, . . -  : . . ,  ' ?

atand. ln the l tqht of what colnes later: r?effect the great

through the very smallrr,  for

The great mattors of the undel:-heaven
must take thelr r ise ln the ver-v smalI.
For thls reason the sage, though to the
en< i  he  does  no t  t ry  to  e f {qc t  the  gree t ,
l s  a b t e  t o  a c c o n o l i s h  l t . Y '

I f  the t 'very sme.l] ' r  ls the key to effect lng ttro rrgrea-t l t ,  1s

not trninlmal effect insrr the kev to eff ect ing the trmaxlrnr:nrt?

Tn th ls  I I zh t -  th t t  Daradox  o f  oaradoxes  a t  the  hear t  o f  Lao-

/ -  t i
t zurs  t : rouqht , lF .  

'L ; ,g  
t l  .  Z  (chs .  3? ,  118)  ,  rendered by  "Ja-

1ey  ' rTao never  does .  Yet  th rough l t  a1 I  th lngs  are  doner r ,

takes on new colorinS: 'rBy ninlnlzing effect lng, you nlnl-

n ize  non-e f fec t ingr t ;  o r ,  s i : l co  two negat ives  produce a  pos i -

t i ve ,  ' t3y  n in l :n i : ing  e f fec t lng ,  you  nax lmlze  l t . ' t  That  l s '

since great thlnqs can only be done by start lng wlth the very

small ,  the wal/ to get overythlng done ls to start by doing

^  t  * ^ - +  - ^ + l ^ . ! - -
4 .LT \J  D L ,  IT \J  UI IT IT5 '

fhe n6xt chs.pter exrrosses the same ldea a 1lt t le dlf-

f a n e n i  l  v  .

r'{hat ls mlnute
Dea l  w i th  th ln  q  s

not-Yet-be lng

fh ls  t rans la t lon  seems to

ls  easy  to  sce t te r .  I
ln  the l t ,  s ta te  o f

( ' Ie ley)  'Y4

nLss th-- t toolntrr bY J u r t  a  l l t t l e .
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The rrmlnute'r (nJwer) ls s ornethlng that ls almost not; but

'rnotnyet-be lng" k 7l mjwed gj ig seens to be wb.a t ls slmoly

none ex ls ten t .  Bu . t  t f  r tno t  ye t t t ,  m jwed,  be longs  to  the  t r ta -

^ o -  / + r - t t  r ^ ^ - {  r , .  . . ^  -wvL /  tJ \ \ : )  rdrr- ! -rJ w.:  dxamlned above, the trnot-yet ' r  becornes

sonething noro l lke the f ia lmostrr ,  and the fnot -yet-be lngrt

Ls  wha t  l s ,  as  l t  we re ,  on  the  r r t l p ' r  o f  be lng ;  l e  t he  ph rase

not,  ln short ,  another way of ex-oressing what ls neant by

m jwer,  the rrrnl-nlmn polnt  of  exLstencc ?

Thls understanding of rnJwo al1ows us to aooroach ano-

ther celebrated passage from a new angle. Ths usual uader-

stanCinq of the openlng 1lnes of chaDter 11 ls, as Ln r. Ialoy,

1n;e cut thlrty sookes together and
call  i t  a r+heel;

But l t  ls on the soace where there
1s nothing thafi . , the ut l l l iy of the
whee l  deoenc is .  Y ,

But we nlgirt  nor.r translate thls more concretely as

Thlrty spokes Joln ln a slngle hub,
An i  l t  l s  Jus t  ln  th ls  l t s  n ln l rn  po ln t

that the use of the carr lege l les.

Eere  nJwo is  the  s lng l6 ,  s :na I1es t  po ln t ,  the  po ln t  o f  conver -

gence of t l r .e s:ol iesr which ls the raxlsn upon whlch the

whee l  tu rns  and the  car r i .age nov€s .  Such a  spec i f l c  Ln ter -

oretai lon, adrni. t tedly, does not apply to what fol1ows, where

the  n jwo o f  a  vesse l  ( the  space lns ldo)  1s  wha t  l s  most  r tus+

ful 'r  in i t ,  and siml1ar1y the njwo of a house ( i ts doors

and w indows)  .  S t111,  l t  l s  no t  d l f f i cu l t  to  ex tend the  senso

of  r ta  j  n j inr t  to  cover  ! i ,1et  se6ms ;o be s l -mo1y r t  empty spacer t  :
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I t  l s  no t  non -ex l s ten t ,  a  ' f  no th lng r r ,  f o r  l t  l s  
' r used ' t ;  I t  i s

ra the r  wha t  ex l s t s  on  the  ve ry  r r t l p r t  o f  ex l s tence ,  a  r r some-

th ing ' t  j us t  ve rg ing  on  
' t no th ing " .  

I t  l s  t he  ve ry  r r l eas t ' l

th ing t :Lai  can be spoken of at  alJ-  .  Take away tho vessel

or t l le house or ihe rvhoeL--and thon there ls rrnoihingrt ;  but

the  use fu l  r r sDecer r  i n  t i r e  rn lds t  o f  t heso  l s  s tL1 l  a  r t sone -

thingrt  --a ! rnlnlmrt  .

The two di f f icul t  phrases thet conclude--and surn'nar ize--

the chacter l . Ia ley tra: ls late 3

Therefore Jusi  as wo take advantage
of what is,  we shoul-d regognize the
u t i l i t y  o f  r . rha  t  i s  no t .  Y  I

This vague l rwhat is not ' r  could be taken to include any klnC

o f  t rno th ingness ' t ,  and  t i r i s  l s  no t  Hha t  Lao - t zu  l s  t r y In :  t o

l t + 6 n ^ l l r  
|  

'

- . - - J  l t  r e a i s l  " g i l g  l t  l a  t h l n g l  t o  e f l e c t

aCvan tage ;  nJ l ro  l t  t o  e f fec i  uso . r r  6eep lnq  l n  m ind ! r ^ ^  1 1 1 , . ^ * . 1

nJwo ,  rno

nay oerhals interoret ihese 1lnes thus: r tpegard a t i r ing as

so:re t . r l : :c .7ou cen t  handle I  ,  and you wl lL der ive a corte, in aC-

vanta,ge fro:r  i t ;  but look inslde to the polnt  where Li  seerns

on  the  ve rge  o . l  s l i oo i rq  o l f  i nco  tno t i r i ng t ,  where  l t  j us t

e ludes  I  l u rd l i : l g t  ,  and  you  w l1 l  go t  t he  rea l  use  o f  i t .  r r

I t  ls  esDeci, : I ly in the l ight of  th is chapter that a

lhrase we quoted at t i le beglnning of  thAs paper maires nost

sense :  t tBeL ' l g  and  l (o i -be inq  (o r ,  as  we  wou ld  p re fe r  t o  say t

r  the tengibla and the nininalr  )  grolr  out of  one another. t r  A

l ing'!  innl led. ln gJrtrg, and al l  ihet we have sald on
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ca r r i age ,  a  vesse l ,  a  house  cou ld  no t  be  ' l used r  l f  t hey  had

no t  bo t i l  o f  t hese ;  b reak  these  ob , j ec t s  to  p leces  and  bo th  the

tan31b le  and  tne  r l n ina l  ! n  t hem,  be in {g  comDle : ren ta ry ,  van i sh .

J r rn  t - -e  co ln t  o j  vLew o . r '  on to log l ce l  D r imecy ,  o f  cou rse ,  t he

' r r i : r j . . r a l ' t  
i a i : es  n :eceCence ,  f o r  1 t  l s  whaL  1s  rea11y  r rused . ! t g

thus ' t  the tan;Ib1o l ror.rs out of  the :r in l -mal . ' t98

'/1th th i  s v ler.r  of  n jwo as the rrmlnlnrr  
,  nmlnlmal!r  ,  r t rni .n i-

whole  new persDect ive  1n  the  in te rore ta t ion  o f  tbe

Lao- t zu  oDens  un  be fo re  us .  Jns tead  o f  f be lng  subs tance less

i t  ca:r  enter even - ,rhe re there 1s no space" (Wa1ey;f9 w" hr. , ,  
"

s lnoly rr the in lni inal ly taneiblo enters the nlnlmal lnterst ice.r t

f  : r s :ead  o f  a  doc t r i r o  o f  rbod . l l essness "100  we  have  th6  :1o re

p r c b p . b k  l d o a  o f  ' r m i r l _ n l z i - r g  o n e r s  b o d y  ( 1 . e . ,  o e r s o n ) r t .  T h e

' t  t as te  l ess r t  ru  r  beco r i res  r rn in i rna l  t as te r r  I ' l know ledge lessnoss  r  " l 02
' ' : i : r i r e f  

- : : : : w i : r g ' r  o r ' r : r l : 1 : 1 z i : r g  k : r o w l e d i e ' r  ; ' t d . e s '  r e l e s s n o s s ,  ! r I 0 3

r r :nL : r l : ' l a1  des i re ' t  o r  ' !m in i_ r i : l ng  des l : ' e t t .  As  to  the  l a t t e r ,

note that ihe so: ler^rhat esoter ic f lavor of  ' tonly l - r .e thet r ids

h lnse l i  f o reve r  o f  des l re  can  see  tbe  Sec re t  Sssences , t ( t l a tey l10 l f

is toner i  d.o ' . rn i f  r . re ren. ier ' r  gonstant ly rnlnimlze desire to con-

te :o1a ie  the  :1nu te ! t ;  and  l ao - t zu  e l sewhere  o ra l ses  havLng
. ^ | J

" f ew  ces l re " ' r . 10 !  aven  bne  ' r na re lessn lo6  i s  oe rhaos  the  ' . : . : i -

n i :nal ly na: ' :ed'r ;  for we l<now that Lao-tzu, though he rdoes not

know i t s  n? . :ne i t ,  does  a t  l eas t  " s t71e  l t  Tao r t ,  and  1 f  ! t con -

q t r " a : n e d  l - . r  a i  ' r a  i ] -, -  a  na tne ' r ,  goes  fu r ther  and ca11s  1 t  "g rea t ' r1o7

- -he  Cces ,  r -n  sLor t ,  t ry  to  "n in lmize  narn ing ' t ,  bu t  no t  to  fo -ego
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J |  ^ l + a - a i L a rr e  a r  u v 6 v  w u v r  .

But  our  tas l<  l s  no t ,  as  we sa id  a t  the  ou tse t  o f  our

unCer tak ing ,  to  desc i ' ibe  our  subJec t  ln  de ta l I ;  what  we

hone we have done, : 'ather, ls provlde a key to a sone".that

d l f fe ren t  unders tand i rg  o f  Lao- tzur  s  Ldea o f  r rempt lnessr r  o r

, r - ^ f ' r j r c n a c c l l
r r v u - r : - 1 4 - 1 . v v e  .

! r o -  . r a -  i  ^ l t  f  : . a  q  i  - , r  n f  r i  i - r ' r , i r endn .  
- - - - - ->

d a  r -  r . r a 1 1  5 n ? '  h i n  r r f o i n l t  / p v F n  t ' n i n r : : 1 2 1 t  lr v a  r - J v ,  ! 4 r t r v  \ v  
Y v r r

and  t : 1e  connec t i on  w i t : 1  t he  ! r r l dgepo le " ,  t he

' t - r p  l  I c - : ' t  -  l s  o h - r ' r r r q  ' ' r .  l i l q  n r a  r o i n t  O f
,  ! t  u u

a l l  o f  Lao - i zu r  s  t hcuE : r t  t enc i s .

To s'\r-n up what we have salC on 4lxc, we can do no bettor

th ls s ign would

ox l? i rA t l on t r ;

l l - ]  I ^ F + ! r  + 1 - \  6
u ! 4 e l r  u  ,  u - r v

I t  a  a r  r r a n a a r  a  a ' l
v v r l  v  v !  5 v : r v  "



IV.  ' ' ! ' ITLLNTSS' '

' . t e  nus t  ask ,  f i na l l - v ,  wha t  haopens  once  one  l : as  reached

t h e  : o i n t  o f  ' ' c o n v + r 1 3 n c e ' r ,  t h e  " n l n l m ' r .  T h e  a n s w e r  h a s  a I -

' ' eod - /  t \ 4cn  - i ve r .  one  r : ' oceeds  to  the  t rnaxLna l r r ;  when  one

h n c  " a . Y ' . \ l - a ; ' r  { f  v , o - - r h d  ^ h r '  f a -  h l -  t ^  { l n a n { ' 6 " '  t h ev r l r J  !  v r

e n C  c f  ! ! e r n r t i n e s s "  l s  ' r f u 1 l n e s s t r .

Fo r  t  t he  t ree  as  b ig  as  e  menr  g  em-
b race  1 )6gan  as  a  t l ny  sp rou t t

The tol ler  nl-ne s toreys high rregan

vr l i l t  a heeo oi  earth,
Ti :e journey of  a thousand leagues

began with w.ral l \ l ias under tho
f e e t  '  ( '  : q 1 s Y  \  r r v v

Yet  ' r f u l l ness ' t ,  as  r , re  suqges ted  ea r1 le r ,  l s  o f  two  k inds

l6n  r26 - f211 :  t L - r "o  l s  t he  t : ue  fU l l ness  a r r l ved  a t  t h rouqh

!1^a  " - l  - : i ' r  ah ;  r "a ra  i s  t he  fu l l ness  o f  excess ,  : vh l ch  l ee .Cs

to  ex reaus t i cn ,

S : :? teL .  s  bo r ;  t '  t h .e  ve ry  f ' r 1 l ,
Ar i  ' /o ' r  :^I i11 1. t lsh 5;p had sto.Ded

b t  j .me (r ' ra leY) .  ruY

Thcse  who  r - ' ossess  th l s  Tao  do  no t
t r y  t c  f l l 1  t hense l "es  to  the .b r fun

( l ' Ia leYl '  r r"

- b : c  z ! r c  n f  o i l l ! n c r  I n  f  l ^ e  P x : p e - r a .  l s  d n r - r - a d  \ v  l l - a  I q r . le ^  v !  v L  r v ,  r !  g v v : r v g  v t '

of  r tcon t rqvers ion" ;  ' t l reaven takes  away f ron  thcse  who have

too  nuch.  "

Of  t rue  fu l1ness ,  however ,  Lao- tzu  has  on ly  the  h ighes t

Draise: in various fon' ls i t  occurs throughout the book as one

of  t l re  lead inc  l_e i tmot ivs  o f  Lao- tzu ts  thought .  I t  wou ld  :e r -

haos  be  no t  t oo  q rea t  an  exa , ;3e :a tLon ,  Ln  fac t ,  t c  ca l1  Leo -

r,  zu the !- .h l losoDher Dar exce l lence o f  1 l fe ,  fe r t l l l t ; y ,  abun-



Ca.nce -  -  l n  sho r t ,  o f  t t f u l l ness t r .

A  who le  essay  coL r ld  be  wr l t t en  on  th i s  t op l c  a lone '  bu t

we shaiL content ourselves here wlth adduclng a few words

o f  r r f u l l nesg ' r  f r om a  s lng le  ohone t l c - seman t l c  ca tego ry :  t he

fu l l ness  o f  ' t s r ve11 lng -g row lng - r l s l ng r r '

.F r .A  wor . r l  , r  f , 1 t  t  ness ' r  l t se l f  ,  6 . ,  a j  i ne ,  heads  th i s  ca te -

gory;  t l rough, keeol-ng 1n rnlnd the dynanlc character of  Lao-

tzu-r  s thought,  we woulC Co better to use the verbal  for l r '

! r f l 11 in , l i .  I t  l s  t he  con t ra ry  o f  hJo ,  t t emp tY"  (o r  r r f a ln t

exn l re t i on i t )  ;  r no re  conc re te l y  l t  1s  the  t t gaxLng ' r  o f  t he

moon, wni le hio is i ts rrwaningtr .  l / t re have seen t l rat  Leo-tzu

t a k e s a d i n v i e w o f e x c e g s i v o l | f l 1 I 1 n g ' t , b u t h e a p o r o v e s o f

t . - re  r i 4h t  so r t '  ' t f i 1e  va l l ey ,  by  ob ta ln lng  the  one ,  l s  1 i11u6r r  ' 111

! ' o r ,  r r i f  a  t ; r i ng  i s  ho l l ow ,  i t  w i l l  bo  f i 11ed ' "1 l2  The  r l gh t

k in< i  o f  , r  f  i l 1 i ng . ,  1s  the  r tg rea t  f  1111ng ' r113  tha t  Lao - t zu

o r a i s e s  t n  c h a r t e r  L P ! '

Jn t l le sase chapternre f  ind a cognate ln great t tperfect ic:r"  '

d \  d : t "n t  i l : e  l < i r sh i r  o f  t he  words  l s  made  c lea r  i n  Eng l i sh

l . f r ^ r e t r a n s l a t e t h e f l r s t a s l t i r c o l e t e ' | , t h e s e c o n c a s ' l c o r n o l e t e . . l
. ^  I 1 L

' r r l - ' r : ^1e te ' r  1s ,  i : r  chn r :? :  2 ! ,  a  qua l l t y  o f  t he  Tao  l t seJ - r  '

Soinethins that is r t1t t l1" ls natural ly ' r fecundrr '  and one

of  the  most  recr r r ren t  thenes  o f  the  Lao- tzu  ls  tha t  o f  ' r l l fe "

or  " l l i eg i - v ing ' t ,  
/ f ,  sbng ,  a  qua l i t y  i r noa r ted  bo th  by  tho  ' r sae  e "

and the Tao to the "r lyr iac thingsrr  '  115 r t l l f€rr  !s bound uo

nost int  j . rna;ely,  too, wl th the l rpl lancyrr  wh: 'ch'  es wo have

seen ,  1s  so  c l - l a rac l t e r i s t i c  o f  t he  Tao '116
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5ta

1 h e  
' t s a q e ' t  a n d  t h e  T s o  D o s s e s s , l n  add l t i on  to  the

o i  " l i f e r i z l n g " ,  t h e t  o f  c a u s l n g  
' t g r o w t h ' t ,  

F -  t  j " , ' r g . 1 1 7

I t  1s  cha rac te r l s t i c  o f  one  w l i o  cogsesges  the  1ao - -whe the r

' rheaven  and  ea r th ' t  o r  t be  ' t gage" - - to  cosgesg  r rex tonded  l l . f e -

Z  ' .  r r A
z iv - lng ' r  ,  U^  L  

t t '  ( .  render lng  -oerhaps  more  consonant  w i th

Lao- t zu t  s  nh i l osoohT  o f  ' ! f ecund l t y "  t han  the  more  usua l

r ! 1 o n t  l i f e r r )  .

-,'-e "overco:'rl:.r-,, frA y'|enz, w]nrcn

I  c  ' . 1 ^ s :  1 i  ] ' e l - r  r . e r  " t e C  b o  b : e S e  l d e a s

1f-

u : r ,  o .  ' r f i 1 1 1 : : - " ,  l - a d  t : r e  " s a g e ' r ,  f r
q o r r ! - . -  1 - . L e  r r f . r ' l t . ' -  : l : e  

. t f e c u n d r r  
n a n .

D OWer

Lao-tzn so einphasi .zesl l9

:  1 t  t o o  l s  a  t t r i s i n g

/ .
P J v LLr- t

l u t  i s  i t  coss i . : l e  t o  reach  a  fu l l ness  tha t  w111  no t

r r t u : ' n  abou t r r?  I s  t he  ' r sa . ' en - - the  man  who ,  t h rouqh  a t ta ln inq

F ' r a  ' t - i n f  n "  h o c  - c i n o r r  o w a r - r t h l  n o - - i r e w o n d  q l  l  c h a n s e t  T ) o e g. r : r r ! r r  r  J  w L 4 l r o

' ^ o  
h . , r ! . d  h 6 . ^ m 6  ' t  f . r 1  l ' t  n a r r c . r '  q c q l n  l t e n a n a  

' l p ' - l r f - r ' l  ?  m h {  s



cou ld  no t  be ,  f o r  t he  wor ld  Lao - t zu  desc r ' l bes  l s  one  o f  con -

sta-nt change .  gut s lnce hls t r fu l lnessrr ,  unl ike that of  the

' tmu l t i t udes " ,  1s  no t  an  ex t reme,  bu t  a  modera te  one - - l t

seer ls,  ind.eed, as thouqh ' lur ; tntr"ul20--he wl l - l  not corae to

catastroohe. Ee wi l l  r r turn backf i  bofore the extre: le and hcon-

ve rqe r r i n  t he  r tnLn in r r .  Lao - tuu  makes  no  d l s t l nc t i on  be t r . reen

the  ra th  c f  t he  " saqe '  and  the  pa th  o f  t ; t e  asp i ran t  t o  ' r sage -

l i ness ' r ;  t he  pa th  tna t  conduc ts  one  to  the  goa l  l s  aoparen t l y

the  sane  as  t l t e  goa l  l t se l f .  The  r r sage r r ,  11ke  the  asp l ran t ,

' r b rea t \es  fa in t l - y r ' ,  ' r t u rns  back t t  f r om excess ,  seeks  a lways

the ' rnlnln ' t .  But thet t : re goal  ls the cath ls something ws

nl , -ht  have lcrotrn fron the s, lb ject  of  Leo-tzur s book: the n1,;ay'r  .

I 3  a  paaer  os tens l -b17  devo ted  to  ' t enp t i ness r r  
and  ' r f u l I -

nessrr  the reader na;.r  wel l  eroress a. t i1azement that our t reat-

ment of  the two should be so di  spropo:. t i  onate .  In €xtenua-

t ion we can only rel t Iy that our t reatnent ls Drol . 'or t ionate to

the  obscu r i t ; , r  o f  t he  sub jec t ;  Lao - t zu r  s  d i scuss ion  o f  ' r enp t l -

ness ' r  i n  i t s  va r i cus  fo rns  l s  e lus l v€  and  fu l1  o f  pa radoxes ,

whi le h&s treatr :ent of  " fu l lnessrt  ls always qul te c lear.

l t ; r ' u l I ness "  1s  the  t reasu re  house ,  bu t  t t emp t lness r r  Ls  the  doo r .

We have concerned oursel fes with f lnding the key to the door;

i f  we have lndeeC found l t ,  the treasure lg now pletnty ln

v ie  w .
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ch. l+o I E + :' . .trA/a : , )  t_  E. , r
Even Ln a  care fu l  s tudy  o f  the  r roppos l tesr r  ln  the  Lao- tzu ,
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ttreturn'r )  rrslm-oly beceuse i t  ls better to use two Eng- x'
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.h.  52r aqi"

ch. 15: r,i *i l_t.i.-.? ii^'W+fra"* tp ?, 7 t*

, tW!,W6 q ,""

- le re ,  end tn  the  cor resnond lng  r laces  be low,  there  are
qua s 1-oare nihe t i  ca1 renarks that do not Lnterru_Dt _t4e
tqa_in of_,!!rousht. gere, for examole, l t  lst 'A*-l : '4r; .',? :?.f,64L. "Anc relng such a ravlne he knoifii d o6*-ei
the t  he  never  ca l l s  upon ln  va ln ' r  ( l ^ ia ley) .

lb . .  28 ;  a  . : ' rod i f  led  f  r rn  o f  ' l a lgy ,s  t rqprs la t l  o " . l , r f r  t k -

:! y::.kj,r i'i.." taft r,:,#?+: 3, fr '1 + t E : A x t
1' " : ' ,\W, *tl.;, \W+A'*"h,+r i;.", tt2' 97
f ' ' t3

ch. l lr:*i t- - .ri- -tr

,F T!t)

ch. 10 ,5 futr*.Arr# ,e-+
c,,. 51zi; 'e,ii+tt6:: k+.:Kif inT rtrntE
: Iero a dlf f"erent" rvorci is usbd for ' r  lnfant"
usue.l  one, which we sha1l examine short ly;
the  rnean ing  anC assoc ia t lons  are  the  ss jne .

,!u, igt tt "

(G e? +,,'' o , 9 Y  
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47o"" .  k t@nq;  E@ ana!$I " !anc.  k teng (not  ln  Kar '1gren)
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